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Kozlesky Named ConAgra Foundation Champions Against Child Hunger Finalist
If you’ve met Charlie Kozlesky (and who in Ohio 

hasn’t?), you know that his most often-used phrases are 
“key ingredient” and “working together in a collabora-
tive fashion.” 

In his seven years of working to end childhood 
hunger in our state, Kozlesky has done a lot more than 
give those phrases lip service. Bringing together school 
districts, state officials, funders, vendors, and other 
groups to help feed more than two million meals and 
snacks annually to hunger-threatened children, Kozlesky 
brings those words to life each day.

For his unyielding advocacy on behalf of Ohio’s 
children, the Children’s Hunger Alliance Senior Vice 
President has been named one of five national finalists 
for the Champions Against Child Hunger competition 
sponsored by the ConAgra Foods Foundation.

“There’s a significance in everyone working together. My role with the agency has been 
to build a team to work together,” says Kozlesky. “I’m honored to be one of the five finalists 
selected. But the real winner is our agency. It’s a community and state award because people 
are recognizing the impact of our outreach process. That process pulls everyone together 
working toward the common goal of helping children.”

Kozlesky oversees the organization’s statewide Nutrition Programs, which seek to elim-
inate childhood hunger by expanding participation in federal food programs such as the 

School Breakfast Program, School Lunch Program, and Summer Food Service Program. 
Through his work, he has touched many lives in Ohio, and he has inspired the children, 
teachers and others with whom he has worked. 

Under Kozlesky’s leadership, Children’s Hunger Alliance has had unprecedented 
success in reaching Ohio’s at-risk children by making sure they have nutritious meals at 
school and during the summer when school is out. In the last year alone, Kozlesky has 
helped make sure that another 14,000 children receive school lunch and additional 23,486 
children have breakfast when they’re in school. Kozlesky and his team also helped establish 
an additional 128 summer meal sites where at-risk children can receive food during the 
months in which they cannot depend on school meals. 

In addition, Kozlesky worked to offer breakfast to the 6,500 students in the Reynolds-
burg City Schools. Connie Fatseas, who oversees food service operations for the Reynolds-
burg district, believes Ohio’s children have no greater or more passionate advocate than 
Kozlesky. “Charlie is willing to do whatever it takes to make sure the children have the food 
they need. And to reach out to those who can help,” Fatseas says.

Mary Lou Langenhop, Children’s Hunger Alliance CEO, says ConAgra’s recognition 
of Kozlesky is much deserved.

“The numbers tell the story,” she says. “The increases in the number of schools partici-
pating in the school breakfast and school lunch programs throughout Ohio and the number 
of nutritious meals being served are no accident. We all take great pride in the work Charlie 
and his team are doing to make sure Ohio’s children are well-nourished.” 

Kozlesky finished third in the voting, which ended March 19, with more than 13,000 
votes. Kozlesky received $500 and a matching donation of $500 to the agency.

CHA Executive Garners National Attention for Agency’s Work

Hanna’s Important Message: Healing Hunger Starts At Home
Animal Advocate Entertains, Challenges Menu of Hope Audience to Take Care of Ohio’s Children 

Charlie Kozlesky

Childhood hunger isn’t just a world problem. It’s an Ohio 
problem with severe consequences and it needs to be fixed.

That was the seminal message delivered by Columbus’ own 
Jack Hanna at the 15th annual Menu of Hope Luncheon fund-
raiser Feb. 4 to benefit Children’s Hunger Alliance. The Columbus 
luncheon, again emceed by NBC4 news anchors Cabot Rea and 
Colleen Marshall, was attended by nearly 1,000 supporters of the 
agency. 

“It is unimaginable to me that so many of our children go 
hungry or are threatened by poor nutrition and obesity. I am 
pleased to work with Children’s Hunger Alliance to call attention 
to this problem,” Hanna - author, TV personality and Director 
Emeritus of the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium - said before 
taking the stage to address the room. “Until I did some research, 
I didn’t realize the scope of the problem here (in Ohio). It doesn’t 
matter where you are in the world. Hunger hurts children. And 
that isn’t acceptable.”

The always entertaining Hanna began his address by bringing 
a few of his friends on stage to grab attention. Among those friends 
were a two-toed sloth, flamingo, armadillo, penguin, lynx and a 
cheetah. After brief discussions about their needs, he turned his 
attention to the needs of children, sharing poignant observations 
from his world-wide travels and the damage hunger continues to 
cause abroad and at home. 

“How can a child without food learn? They can’t,” he said. 
Children’s Hunger Alliance CEO Mary Lou Langenhop was 

appreciative of Hanna’s message and the support of the crowd 
that came to hear it.

“It’s encouraging to know in this time of economic difficulty 
that so many not only recognize the problem of childhood hunger 
but are willing to support our work to help Ohio’s children reach 
their full potential,” she said. “And it was great that Jack Hanna 
was here to support us. He did a wonderful job of communi-
cating the message that needed to be heard.”

The Menu of Hope Luncheon was supported by many 
important sponsors including: Grange Insurance as Lead 
Sponsor; American Electric Power, Limited Brands and Progres-
sive Medical as Pacesetter Sponsors; Clear Channel and Clear 
Channel Outdoor, NBC 4, Suburban News Publication/
Columbus CEO Magazine and Time Warner Cable as Media 
Sponsors; and to Bill Biegler Creative, Eclipse Studios, and Old 
Trail Printing for their ongoing support of the luncheon. A huge 
thank you is also extended to Griffin Communications, our event 
and creative management sponsor for each of the 15 luncheons. 

Planning for the 2011 Menu of Hope Luncheon already 
has begun. Hilliard native Mike Furrey, NFL wide receiver and 
former Cleveland Browns, has agreed to deliver the keynote 
address for the luncheon, scheduled for Feb. 15, 2011. Jack Hanna at the 2010 Menu of Hope Luncheon

Furrey Scores With Kids
NFL receiver stresses importance of 
fitness and nutrition with schoolers
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Taste to Remember
Join us May 20 for a fun-filled 
evening of great food and wine
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CHA’s Beiting invited to First Lady’s
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The Aetna Foundation
American Dairy Association Mideast

Battelle
Cabot Creamery

Charter One Bank Foundation
Columbus Blue Jackets Foundation

Food Research and Action Center (FRAC)
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation

Harry C Moores Foundation
Hazelbaker Foundation

The Helen Steiner Rice Fund 
of The Greater Cincinnati Foundation 

Kaiser Permanente
Ohio Children’s Foundation
The Reinberger Foundation

Saint Luke’s Foundation
Sanford and Anita Simon Family Foundation of 
the Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland

Share Our Strength
Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland

The Treu Mart Fund of the Jewish Community 
Federation of Cleveland

United Way of Central Ohio
U.S. Bancorp Foundation

Wellpoint Foundation

Thank You to Our Funders

For more information about our grants program, contact Rebecca Roush, Manager, 
Grants, at 614-341-7700, ext. 231 or RRoush@ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.

Child Nutrition Reauthorization Begins to Take Shape
Improving Scope, Efficiency of Federal Meal Programs Critical to Health of Ohio’s Children, Families 

Thank you for investing a moment of 
your time to review this edition of Hunger-
Line, the quarterly newsletter of Children’s 
Hunger Alliance. And thank you for your 
interest in and support of our efforts to 
break the cycle of childhood hunger in 
Ohio. We would not be seeing the many 
successes of our work without the dedicated 
backing of friends like you.

As an agency, we are well known for 
our work to expand the reach of federal 
child-focused food programs like school 
breakfast, summer feeding and meal and 
snacks for afterschool sites and home-based 
child care providers. Over the years, that 
work has greatly contributed to millions 
of nutritious meals being served to thou-
sands of Ohio children, meals that have 
and continue to play a critical role in their 

development and ability to succeed in life.
As I write this, Congress is considering 

legislation that would reauthorize key 
Child Nutrition programs, including each 
of those mentioned above. Thankfully, 
these important programs have engendered 
bipartisan support in the past and do not 
appear to be in jeopardy. 

Since last summer, we have been 
working with Ohio’s Congressional 
delegation to communicate our priorities 
and to develop enhancements that would 
increase the scope, ease of access and the 
efficiency of these federal child-focused 
food programs. I’m pleased to report that 
we are receiving very positive feedback 
and support from both sides of the aisle. 
U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown, who sits on 
the Agriculture Committee, as well as U.S. 
Representatives Fudge, Kaptur, Kilroy, 
Sutton, Kucinich, Space and LaTourette are 
among the Ohioans who have authored or 
co-sponsored legislation that addresses one 
or more aspects of the reauthorization. 

While not yet sponsoring any partic-
ular legislation, many other members of the 
Ohio Congressional delegation, including 
Representatives Tiberi, Boehner and Ryan 
as well Senator George Voinovich, have 
expressed significant interest in keeping 
these programs going during our conversa-
tions with them. We appreciate their “ear” 
and will continue to provide important 
information to them from the front line.

On March 24, the U.S. Senate Agricul-
ture Committee unanimously passed a bill 
known as the “Healthy, Hunger Free Kids 
Act,” demonstrating the bipartisan support. 
This act takes several steps forward to ensure 
that low-income children can participate in 

child nutrition programs and receive the 
meals they need. The bill now heads to the 
Senate floor for consideration.

The “Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act” 
contains several elements that we strongly 
support. These include:

•  The expansion of the afterschool feeding 
program to ensure meals can be served to 
all children in this program up through age 
18. Currently, the program only reimburses 
for snacks provided to teens, while full-
meal reimbursement is allowed for younger 
school-aged children. We strongly feel that 
teenagers should be fed a full meal. 
•  The use of direct eligibility certification 
for school-based feeding programs. Schools 
would use existing information, like food 
stamp eligibility data, to declare children 
eligible, reducing the amount of paperwork 
required of families and increasing the use 
of the program.
•  The ability of schools in high-poverty 
areas   to serve free meals to all children 
through a paperless system, reducing the 
administrative burden on schools and the 
families. 

As reauthorization legislation moves 
forward, we’d like to see some additional 
enhancements, including:

•  The implementation of improved nutri-
tion standards and greater reimburse-
ments to support those standards across 
the spectrum of feeding programs. This is 
critical in the ongoing battle to fight obesity 
and ensure healthy eating habits. While 
there are improvements in the Senate bill, 
they are significantly underfunded to be 

successful.
•  The geographic expansion of summer 
feeding sites open to all. Currently areas 
where 50 percent of elementary students 
are eligible for free or reduced lunch can be 
“open” sites. We want this to be expanded 
to areas where only 40 percent of the 
students are free or reduced eligible, thereby 
boosting the potential number of sites and 
kids being fed.

Whether or not these enhancements 
ultimately materialize will come down to 
Congress finding the necessary funding to 
support them and the will to commit to 
that funding. We believe them to be in the 
best interest of the state and children we 
serve and deserving of financial support at 
the federal level. 

As this important process continues, 
we will remain steadfast in our focus. Our 
proven experience in implementing and 
supporting these critical meal programs, 
their sponsors and providers affords us the 
credibility to have our voice heard and our 
proposals considered. Especially in this 
time of economic strife for so many Ohio 
families, our children deserve no less.

Sincerely,

Mary Lou Langenhop
President and Chief Executive Officer

Making the Case in Cleveland
Service-minded Saltzman Works to Build Agency Awareness

Sandy Saltzman, a member of Children’s Hunger 
Alliance’s Northeast Regional Board, is advertising 
director of Cleveland-based Dave’s Markets. She has 
been a regional board member for two years.

What are your responsibilities as a board 
member?   

SS: In addition to attending meetings and 
events, my job is to raise the level of awareness of 
Children’s Hunger Alliance in the Cleveland area. 
Clearly the organization has had a place. But it has 
needed to find its feet, its identity. Since coming 
on board, Debra (Parmer) has aggressively looked 
for ways to reach out to the community and get 
more involved. I’ve tried to help with that.

What inspired you to get involved with Chil-
dren’s Hunger Alliance?  

SS: The majority of our 14 stores are located in 
the inner-city suburbs of Cleveland. These are low-
income areas. These are our customers. And many 
would benefit from the programs and outreach 
of Children’s Hunger Alliance. My involvement 
is a way to reach out to our customers and our 
communities and help. 

 What would you like to see the board 
accomplish this year?  

SS: To develop more name recognition in the 
Cleveland area. Our presence through programs 
like “Shop to Stop Hunger” is becoming better 
known. We need to build on that.    

What is the most satisfying part of your 
involvement with the board?  

SS: Our company (Dave’s) helped with a 
barbecue last summer where we provided most of 
the food and cooked for the Care for Kids family 
festival in Cleveland. The event was held in an 
inner city park. We fed about 400. Everyone, 
including the kids, had a great time. And we were 
able to embrace an entire neighborhood. Seeing 
the end result of that piece was most rewarding.

How do you utilize your expertise to benefit 
Children’s Hunger Alliance?  

SS: I have a marketing background and use 
it and my food industry knowledge to benefit the 
agency. Specifically, at no cost, we have used our 
grocery flyer to promote the CACFP meal program 
with great success. The flyers get the information 
into the hands of people who need it without the 
agency outlaying any cash. 

Why is Children’s Hunger Alliance impor-
tant to you?

SS: I just think there is an overwhelming need 
in the inner city suburbs of Cleveland to reach 
kids living at or below the poverty line with these 
food programs. For me, being able to reach area 
children and to help them is a wonderful oppor-
tunity.

Mary Lou Langenhop 

Sandy Saltzman

Page 2www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org HUNGERLINE



Giving Back More Than a Mantra for NFL’s Mike Furrey
Children’s Hunger Alliance Advocate Tackles Hunger, Obesity Through Message of Hope, Hard Work

If you like to eat outstanding food, drink good wine, 
enjoy the company of others in a lively atmosphere and lend a 
helping hand in the process, have we got a deal for you.

On May 20, Children’s Hunger Alliance and the American 
Culinary Federation – Columbus Chapter will be hosting its 
eight annual “Taste To Remember” food and wine charity 
fundraiser to benefit the agency. As with last year, the celebra-
tion will be held at Loth - The Office Experts offices at 855 
Grandview Ave. in Grandview. The event, which will feature 
a dozen chef stations representing a broad variety of gourmet 
cuisine, will run from 6-8:30 p.m. Funds raised will be used 
to fight childhood hunger and also support scholarships for 
promising culinary students

“This signature event promises an evening of great food, 
great fun and an important opportunity to help uplift the 
children of our state,” says Jim Henry, Senior Vice President of 
Children’s Hunger Alliance. “We are grateful to the American 
Culinary Federation and Loth for stepping up to make Taste 
to Remember a reality.” 

 “(Taste to Remember is) a first-class event all the way … 
from the gourmet food and wine to the silent and live auction. 
I’m proud to be part of such a great way to help raise money to 
feed Ohio’s children,” says Jeff Brock, General Manager, Loth 

Columbus Division, and host of this year’s event.
As in previous years, guests will enjoy food from a dozen 

live chef stations, fine wine and will have the opportunity to 
participate in a “Live Chef Auction” featuring Central Ohio’s 
top chefs, each ready to bring their skills to your home kitchen 
for an evening. 

A silent auction of exciting packages, local art and must-
have items from around the state also will be presented. 

The American Culinary Federation – Columbus Chapter 
again is playing a lead role in presenting this year’s Taste To 
Remember. That organization recruits some of the finest chefs 
in Columbus to present their offerings to event patrons.

“This is a way for us to showcase the wonderful (cooking) 
talent that’s here, give people an enjoyable evening and do 
what we can to fight childhood hunger in Ohio,” says Jim 
Taylor of the federation, which is the lead supporter of culinary 
education in Ohio. “We expect this year’s event to be the most 
entertaining and enjoyable yet. The food will be outstanding.”

Tickets cost $40 in advance of the event and $45 at the 
door. They may be purchased by calling 614-341-7700 ext. 
283 or online at www.childrenshungeralliance.org. A list of 
participating vendors will be available at the web address 
beginning in April.

Festive “Taste To Remember” Fundraiser Set for May 20
Loth, American Culinary Federation Again Partner To Offer Evening of Gourmet Food, Wine, Entertainment

When Cleveland Browns 
wide receiver/defensive back 
Mike Furrey was named one 
of three finalists for the 2010 
Walter Payton NFL Man of 
the Year Award earlier this 
year, it surprised no one at 
Children’s Hunger Alliance.

Furrey, the Hilliard native 
and former Ohio State football 
walk-on, has developed a 
reputation for being incred-
ibly generous in his work 
with children and others over 
his seven-year playing career. 
Furrey and wife Koren have 
spent years building their 
Mike Furrey Foundation into 
charitable bedrock of support 
for worthy causes, including 
Children’s Hunger Alliance. 
Their goal: to improve the 
lives of those who are hungry, 
homeless, hurting and/or 
hopeful. They want to help 
make certain the basic needs 
of children and others are met.

“Mike and I believe in 
giving back,” Koren says. “We 
have been very blessed. Mike 
has an inspiring story and 
we want to share that with 
children.”

The story is one of hard 
work and perseverance. Not 
making it on the field at Ohio 
State, Furrey eventually went 
to Northern Iowa University. 
Undrafted by the National 
Football League after college, 
Furrey pursued his profes-
sional career in the XFL and 
Arena Football League. That 
effort paid off in 2003, when 
he was signed by the St. Louis 
Rams. The Cleveland Browns 
are his third stop.

Since returning to Ohio 
in 2008, the Furreys have 
involved themselves with 
many groups and causes, 
leading up to the “Man of 
the Year” nomination. These 
have included the Cleve-
land Foodbank; Cleveland 
Christian Home; Cleveland 
Clinic Rehab Hospital; NFL 
Hometown Huddle; Cleve-
land Browns Foundation; the 
National Football League’s 
Fuel Up to Play 60 initiative 

being backed by the American 
Dairy Association; and Chil-
dren’s Hunger Alliance. In his 
work with the agency, Furrey 
has spoken with thousands of 
northeastern Ohio students 
about the importance of 
making healthy food choices, 
staying active and working 
hard to achieve in the class-
room and in life.

“Times are tough for 
many kids and families right 
now,” Koren says. “Kids need 
hope. Making the right food 
choices and being active allow 
these kids to have healthy lives 
and reach their goals.”

Tom Mitchell, Children’s 
Hunger Alliance Director, 
School and Summer Nutrition 
Programs, has attended each of 
Furrey’s school visits on behalf 
of the agency. He says the 
message being delivered really 
resonates, not only because 
of Furrey’s status as a football 
player but because of his 
ability to relate to the children 
and the school administrators.

“His sincerity is genuine. 
He shows up. He greets the 
children and the staff. He talks 
with them as a friend would. 
He goes out of his way to 
make a connection,” Mitchell 
says. “He’s served food, had 
his picture taken, made time 
for everyone. He cares.”

In addition to his school 
speaking, Furrey also has 
donated his time to help with 
the agency’s Building Blocks 
program, where volunteers 
work to improve the child care 
areas of home-based providers 
and afterschool sites. He’s also 
donated and wrapped holiday 
presents for children served by 
some of those providers.

“It’s one thing to have 
someone say they believe in 
your cause and want to help 
make a difference. In Mike 
and Koren Furrey, you have 
two people that truly make 
a difference,” says Debra 
Parmer, Children’s Hunger 
Alliance Vice President, 
Northeast Region. “They are a 
true blessing.”

Guests sample cuisine at the 2009 Taste to Remember
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Mike Furrey (far right) joins CHA’s Tom Mitchell (second from left) and Browns’ teammates (left to 
right) Josh Cribbs, Hank Fraley, Ramzee Robinson, and Blake Costanzo

Doing the work: Mike Furrey assists a child with new winter bootsMike Furrey addresses one of many school audiences in 2009-10

the
mike
furrey
foundation



2,005 - A Claiming Odyssey Fulfilled
Early Childhood Nutrition & Education Department Establishes Benchmark for Meal Reimbursements 

Provider Spotlight – Kishia Hale
CARES Kits, Other Children’s Hunger Alliance Resources Deliver Effective Support to In-home Providers

Kishia Hale is an in-home child care provider oper-
ating her business not too far from Port Columbus Inter-
national Airport. On any given weekday, there are up to 
seven children in her care ranging in age from about a year 
to four years in age. 

Like most providers in her position, Hale’s weekdays 
are filled with the essential tasks of making sure the boys 
and girls in her care are properly fed, kept active and 
loved. No problem there. Thanks to her generous heart 
and a seven-year partnership with our organization, Hale 
uses our resources to participate in the USDA’s Child 
and Adult Care Food Program, which ensures that good, 
consistent nutrition is provided to the children in her 
care. She also uses fitness tips provided through the food 
program to child care sponsors to develop good fitness 
habits for her kids. And anyone familiar with Hale knows 
that the love she has for her kids is a constant.

“This is my job and I love it,” Hale says. “Children’s 
Hunger Alliance has been with me every step of the way, 
helping me and making sure I have everything I need to be 
successful. But if there is one thing I truly love about the 
support I receive, it’s the CARES Kits. I absolutely love, 
love, love the CARES Kits. And so do the children.”

The kits are part of the CARES (Children Are Ready 
for Education and Success) Program that supports a child’s 
physical, intellectual and social development in his or her 
early years. Sponsored by JP Morgan Chase (with an assist 
from Honda), CARES is a literacy and school readiness 
initiative for Ohio children, whose curriculum offers a 
unique teaching approach to early childhood educators 
by demonstrating educational ideas and activities simply 
illustrated within the words of a children’s book. These 
activities are written to create learning experiences based 
on each of Ohio’s Early Learning Content Standards: 
English language arts, math, science, and social studies. 
Also included are activities based on nutrition and physical 
activity concepts pulled from the book written to engage 
educators, kids, and parents to learn about and adopt 

healthier lifestyles.
The Chase CARES Program was designed to help our 

agency and our caregivers play a vital role in preparing 
young children for kindergarten, a predictor of future 

academic achievement and overall success. Teaching 
kits, delivered to Children’s Hunger Alliance sponsored 
providers’ homes each quarter, give caregivers a core set of 
age-appropriate activities centered on reading a book and 
easily expand into songs, recipes, games, physical activities 
and field trips. Books include popular titles like “Blueber-
ries for Sal,” “Bread and Jam for Frances” and “Busy Buzzy 
Bee.” Caregivers also are provided with training opportuni-
ties to help them better incorporate the program into their 
operations.

“These kits are a wonderful way for providers like Hale 
to get these kids ready for kindergarten and to help them 
develop a life-long love for books,” says Bev Sherrill, Vice 
President of Early Childhood Nutrition & Education for 
Children’s Hunger Alliance. “They are a very effective and 
very used tool.”

In 2009, more than 80 percent of providers reported 
that the information in the CARES kit has influenced the 
way they feed their children. Additionally, 98 percent of 
providers reported that they tried at least one activity from 
their CARES kit with their children. For providers like 
Hale, those book-based activities have become staples of 
her routine.

“The books and activities are part of our life here,” Hale 
says. “I know from my experience with my own children, 
getting them to read early and preparing them for school 
made a huge difference. It’s the same with the kids I care 
for. We love to read together and to do the activities. It 
really prepares them for school and life.”

It’s the agency’s holistic approach to supporting 
providers and the children in their care that has Hale 
committed to the partnership.

“When people think of Children’s Hunger Alliance 
they think of meals, about feeding hungry bodies,” Hale 
says. “But I’m here to tell you it’s much more than that. 
When they talk about feeding hungry minds, they mean 
what they say.” 

Provider Kishia Hale has partnered with CHA for seven years 

Beiting Invited to First Lady’s “Let’s Move” Campaign Kickoff
Agency to Play Key Role in National Initiative to End Childhood Obesity Within a Generation

In recognition of the impactful work Children’s 
Hunger Alliance and AmeriCorps members are doing 
to improve the nutrition and fitness of children, agency 
Senior Vice President Shelly Beiting was one of a handful 
of anti-obesity advocates invited to Washington, D.C. 
Feb. 9 to attend First Lady Michelle Obama’s unveiling 
her nationwide campaign to combat childhood obesity. 

“This is a great honor,” Beiting says. “It’s great to 
know that the work being done through Healthy Kids, 
Healthy Communities is being recognized as a piece to 
fighting this problem.”

Through the Healthy Kids, Healthy Communi-
ties initiative, AmeriCorps members teach nutrition 
and physical activity programming to at-risk children 
attending afterschool sites throughout Ohio. Addition-
ally, members outreach to community-based afterschool 
and summer sites to assist in expanding access to federal 
food programs for children, known as the USDA’s Child 
Nutrition Programs (CNP). Together, these programs 
create a foundation for life-long wellness through the 
development of healthy eating habits and physical activity 
patterns. 

Those habits and patterns are important. Childhood 
obesity or excess weight threatens the healthy future of 
one third of American children. According to federal 
statistics, the nation spends $150 billion every year to 
treat obesity-related conditions, an expense on the rise.

Obesity rates tripled in the past 30 years, a trend that 
means, for the first time in the nation’s history, American 
children may face a shorter expected lifespan than their 
parents.

The Let’s Move campaign will give parents the 
support they need, provide healthier food in schools, help 
our kids to be more physically active, and make healthy, 
affordable food available in every part of our country. It 
has the ambitious goal of solving the problem of child-
hood obesity in a generation.

Unfortunately for Beiting, snowy weather forced the 
event to be cancelled. But it did not bury her enthusiasm 
for the momentum being built to solve the problem.

“Hopefully the attention being drawn to this issue 
will lead toward improved outcomes and the goal being 
met,” she says. “We look forward to doing our part to 
meeting that objective.” CHA’s Shelly Beiting (top left) is enthusiastic about the initiative  

What’s in a number? When the number’s 2,000, a 
major accomplishment.

In December, for the first time ever, the Early Child-
hood Nutrition Education (ECNE) department of Chil-
dren’s Hunger Alliance was able to reach and surpass the 
2,000 threshold in the number of meal reimbursement 
claims paid to providers. 

In all, 2,015 claims were submitted and 2,004 paid 
claims for the month.

“This is a major benchmark for the agency,” says Bev 
Sherrill, agency Vice President who oversees the ECNE 
operation. 

“The major goals of the ECNE department are of 
course to feed as many children as possible, gain more 
claiming childcare providers, reimburse as many childcare 
providers as possible with a sense of customer service,” 
Sherrill says. 

“This number of claims means that more nutritious 
meals are being fed and that we are expanding our network 
of child care providers,” she says. “I’m very proud of my 
team.”  

The push for 2,000 began two years ago, when the 
agency was processing approximately 1,850 claims per 
month.  

But of overriding importance is expanding the number 
of claimants, who in order to be reimbursed for the meals 
they serve have to meet federal nutrition guidelines for 
the meals they serve, meaning the kids in their care are 
receiving the quality food that helps them develop properly 
and achieve their full potential.

“No one individual is responsible for this success and 
achievement,” says Jay Olack, ECNE Liason. “We could 
not have reached this goal without the drive, commit-
ment, and determination of the entire ECNE staff in the 

Columbus office and our ECNE field representatives across 
the state of Ohio.”

Olack believes the claims number will remain above 
2,000 when the final January figures are tabulated. He 
suggests the added efficiency of having the providers file 
their claim requests online (988 did so in December) will 
enhance the department’s ability to better serve and attract 
more providers to the fold. 

The addition of US Bank AccelaPay reimbursement 
cards should also make the program more attractive to 
child care providers. Rather than being cut a check, reim-
bursements simply are transferred to the AccelaPay debit-
like cards.

The US Bank AccelaPay card acts just like a debit card. 
Currently 400 of the 2,000 child care providers in the 
Children’s Hunger Alliance network are using an AccelaPay 
card.
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Jennifer Vonderahe was a typical AmeriCorps member. 
She devoted a year of her life to domestic service because she 
believed in helping others and making her country a better 
place. She wasn’t motivated by the thought of recognition 
for her efforts as a member working out of the agency’s 
Southwest Region office last year. Her reward was being 
creative in her work to better the lives of underprivileged 
kids and their families in the Dayton area.

And that she did, so much so in fact that Vonderahe 
has been recognized with a Molina Healthcare Commu-
nity Champions Award, one of the first seven community 
leaders to receive this honor. Molina Healthcare Inc. is a 
multi-state managed care organization that arranges for 
the delivery of healthcare services to persons eligible for 
Medicaid, Medicare, and other government-sponsored 
programs for low-income families and individuals.

Vonderahe received this competitive award because 
of her exemplary work supporting children and families 
in Montgomery County. In addition to recognizing her 
at the ceremony, Molina Healthcare donated $1,000 
in Vonderahe’s name to her charity of choice: Children’s 
Hunger Alliance.

“This is a humbling honor,” Vonderahe says. “It’s 
recognition for all of the good work AmeriCorps workers 
do. And working with Children’s Hunger Alliance was such 
a rewarding experience.”

As a Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities AmeriCorps 

Member for Children’s Hunger Alliance, Vonderahe taught 
nutrition and physical education lessons to underprivileged 
children in Dayton, Ohio from September 2008 to August 
2009.  

During Vonderahe’s year of service, she started a 
community garden with the children from her spring and 
summer classes; helped organize the Dayton Panerathon 
5K race; organized the resource fair and activity stations 
for Children’s Hunger Alliance’s annual Summer Field Day 
event in Dayton; published an article for the Mid-Western 
Ohio Parent Magazine about encouraging healthy eating 
habits in children; presented one-time health lessons to 
groups in the community; managed the Dayton volunteer 
base for Children’s Hunger Alliance; and created projects 
for lessons and special events to illustrate the importance of 
nutrition and well-being.

“Jennifer’s accomplishments are another example of 
the important work our (AmeriCorps) members do each 
and every day of their service to better the lives of Ohio 
children and families,” says Deanna Putman, who oversaw 
the agency’s Southwest Region office during Vonderahe’s 
tenure. “We are grateful that Molina has recognized this 
work.”

Vonderahe is grateful for the experiences she had during 
her service, taking particular pleasure in seeing children 
and their parents interact with each other at family nights, 
getting excited about living healthy lives and in observing 
the progression and enthusiasm in students when they 
learn about health, participate in physical activities, make 
foods they may have never tried before, and grow their own 
vegetables to take home to their families.

Molina Taps Vonderahe as Healthcare Community Champion
Dayton-based AmeriCorps Member Honored for Broad-based Work to Better Ohio’s Children

Jennifer Vonderahe (center) displays her award
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April Menu of the Month

During the entire month of April, Roosters, 
a Fun, Casual Joint, is partnering with Chil-
dren’s Hunger Alliance to break the cycle of 
childhood hunger throughout Ohio. 
To participate in the promotion, 
simply go to the agency web site at 
www.childrenshungeralliance.org and print 
off the Roosters flyer. Each flyer features a 
Children’s Hunger Alliance “Cluckin Buck” 
good for $2 off your next Roosters meal. 
Simply present your server with the “Cluckin 
Buck” at purchase. Roosters will donate $2 
for every “Cluckin Buck” presented during 
the month of April. It’s that simple. 
Roosters, with some of the best chicken 
wings out there, has 18 Ohio locations 
including Columbus, Dayton, Cincinnati, 
Canton, Circleville, Lancaster, Newark, 
Marysville and Chillicothe.

Community Shred Event
April 17

Have documents to shred? We 
have the solution.
On Saturday, April 17 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Mid Ohio Shredding 
LLC will be holding a community 
shred event to benefit Children’s 
Hunger Alliance at its Westerville 
facility located at 6305 Frost 
Road.
Businesses and residents of 
Central Ohio are encouraged to 

bring their information-sensitive materials 
to be shredded/destroyed, and shipped 
directly to the mill for recycling. Materials 
eligible for shredding should not include 
newspapers, magazines, plastics, food or 
trash waste. Each participant will be limited 
to 20 banker’s boxes of material to be 
shredded.
Participants will be asked to make a cash or 
check donation in an amount of their choice 
payable to Children’s Hunger Alliance to 
have their materials shredded. Mid Ohio 
Shredding will gladly provide Certificates 
of Destruction and a receipt of donation for 
your records upon request.
“We are grateful that Mid Ohio Shred-
ding has stepped up not only to offer this 
valuable community service but to call 
attention to the plight of childhood hunger 
in the process,” says Jim Henry, Children’s 
Hunger Alliance Senior Vice President. “We 
look forward to a large turnout as we work 
to break the cycle of childhood hunger in 
Ohio.”
For directions to the facility or for  more 
information, please contact Children’s 
Hunger Alliance at 614-341-7700 ext. 283 
or call Mid Ohio Shredding at 614-794-
0922.

Dayton Panerathon 5K Race
April 24

If you live in Southwestern Ohio and are 
looking to get outside and support a great 
cause, have we got a deal for you.
On Saturday, April 24, Children’s Hunger 
Alliance is again teaming with Panera Bread 
and Premier Sports to sponsor the annual 
Dayton Panerathon 5K to Fight Hunger 
run/walk. The event is a 5 kilometer (3.1 
mile) run/walk to raise funds to fight 
childhood hunger in Ohio. Family and pet-
friendly, the event includes a free Kids Run, 
an Activity Fair and delicious food from 
Panera Bread.
“We’re excited to be building on a fun-filled 
event that has become a tradition within 
the Dayton running community and for 
those just looking to get outside, spend 
time with the family and to help generate 
awareness about childhood hunger in the 
Miami Valley,” says Jeff Adkins, Southwest 
Office Manager for Children’s Hunger 
Alliance who works out of the agency’s 
Southwest Region Office in Dayton. “We’re 
also excited to renew our partnerships with 
Panera and Premier Sports. They’ve been 
with us since day one and this wouldn’t be 
possible without their generous support.”
This year’s run/walk will begin at 10 a.m. 
and emanate from the Centerville High 
School Sports Stadium, 500 East Franklin 
St. in Dayton. The cost for registration is 
$20 pre-registration, $25 race day, and $150 
for group teams of 10.
To register as a team or individual, 
visit Premier Races.com or go to 
www.childrenshungeralliance.org to 

download a registration form. For more info 
on this year’s Dayton Panerathon, contact 
Jeff Adkins at (937) 534-0600, ext. 311 or 
JAdkins@ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.

Taste to Remember
May 20

Join Children’s Hunger Alliance and friends 
on Thursday, May 20 for an elegant evening 
of gourmet food, fine wine and auctions. 
As usual, the agency will team with the 
American Culinary Federation – Columbus 
Chapter to host the eighth annual “Taste To 
Remember” fundraiser to benefit the agency. 
The event, which will feature a dozen chef 
stations representing a broad variety of 
gourmet cuisine, will run from 6-8:30 p.m. 
Funds raised will be used to fight childhood 
hunger and also support scholarships for 
promising culinary students.
For the second consecutive year, the celebra-
tion will be held at Loth Office Solutions 
offices at 855 Grandview Ave. in Grandview. 
Tickets cost $40 in advance of the event and 
$45 at the door. They may be purchased by 
calling 614-341-7700 ext. 283 or visiting our 
website. Taste to Remember is made possible 
in part by Alive!, CheckSmart Financial Co., 
Clear Channel Radio, ColumbusDining-
Guide.com and Grange Insurance.

Share the Bread
Year-round
Here’s a way to indulge in some tasty soups, 
salads and sandwiches; delicious pastries; 
and favorite coffee concoctions and help 
the hunger-threatened children of Ohio. 
Simply visit any of the 29 Central Ohio 
and Dayton-area Panera bakery/cafes and 
place an order. Take your spare change and 
drop it into the change boxes located on the 
purchase counter next to the register. Your 
donation will go a long way to helping Chil-
dren’s Hunger Alliance continue its work.

Save these dates, 
support the agency

On the Calendar
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Inside the Agency:
Cincy Hockey Fundraiser Scores for CHA
Who ever thought Mites and Squirts would play a role in helping to break the cycle 
of childhood hunger in Ohio? Yet that’s what happened in December, when dozens of 
USA Hockey youth players from the Dayton and Greater Cincinnati areas converged on 
Cincinnati Gardens for the “Mid Season Pond Hockey Fundraiser,” a benefit event to 
support the agency and other important causes.
This event was sponsored by HP4K (Hockey Players for Kids), a nonprofit organization 
with a mission to harness the leadership, enthusiasm, and public goodwill of professional 
hockey and to positively impact the lives of local children. HP4K is the brainchild of 
Dustin Sproat, a professional hockey player and a supporter of the agency. Mike Maletic, 
a CHA SWOH Board Member, helped stage the event. The fundraiser generated local 
television coverage and was a wonderful way to increase awareness for the agency’s work.

Youth hockey players did their part in December to help Ohio children

Snow couldn’t stop this party: agency volunteers braved the elements to assist at the 2010 Wendy’s Chili Open

Phoning Home and Helping a Worthy Cause

Children’s Hunger Alliance would like to thank Studio 35 in the Columbus 
suburb  Clintonville and those who came out on Saturday, March 27 
for a screening of Steven Spielberg’s classic “E.T. The Extra Terrestrial.”

In addition to benefitting from 100 percent of the ticket sales, agency officials 
were permitted to distribute literature and discuss its work to break the cycle 
of childhood hunger in Ohio. It marked the second time Children’s Hunger 
Alliance has teamed with Studio 35 on a movie screening benefit, the first being 
a screening of “The Goonies” in 2009. We are grateful for the support of owner 
Eric Brembeck and all Studio 35 staff and look forward to future projects together. 

The Studio 35 screening of E.T. introduced a new audience to the agency’s work

Tickets are $8 with all proceeds bene� tting Children’s Hunger Alliance.
For more info, please visit www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.

Doors open at 1:00 p.m. 
Movie starts at 2:00 p.m.

SaturdaySaturdaySaturday March March March March March MarchSaturday MarchSaturdaySaturdaySaturday MarchSaturday MarchSaturday MarchSaturdaySaturdaySaturday MarchSaturday 27th at Studio 3527th at Studio 3527th at Studio 35

..and tell everyone about our E.T. charity movie screening!

Rising to the Challenge of Sponsorship: Panera Bread
Panerathons, Change Box Donations Among Many Ways Franchisee Continues to Give Back

As a corporate philosophy, Panera 
believes that “the universal spirit of bread 
is sharing.” For that reason, the operator of 
bakery-cafes has an impressive history of 
supporting worthy causes in communities 
it serves. 

That’s certainly true around these parts. 
For more than a decade, Breads of the World 
LLC., the franchisee operating 29 Panera 
units in Central and Southwest Ohio, has 
partnered with Children’s Hunger Alliance, 
doing an extraordinary job of sharing its 

time, expertise and funding to benefit the 
children threatened by hunger and poor 
nutrition in Ohio. The work was instru-
mental in Breads of the World being recog-
nized as a Corporate Caring Award winner 
by Business First Newspaper of Columbus 
last year.

“Panera is the ideal partner for so many 
reasons,” says Jim Henry, Children’s Hunger 
Alliance Senior Vice President. “For one, 
they understand us and our work. They 
also are incredibly generous in the sharing 

of their resources. Above 
all, the Panera team truly 
cares.”

The partnership has 
served the agency in 
many ways over the years. 
Traditionally, Breads of 
the World has supported 
the agency’s Menu of the 
Month program, taking 
a portion of the proceeds 
from the sale of a certain 
item during a specific 
month and donating to 
the agency. And then 
there are the change boxes 
near the registers at each 
Panera unit. The contribu-
tion of those funds, by 
Panera customers, has led 
to thousands of dollars for 
Children’s Hunger Alliance 
over the years. Probably 
most visible are the annual 

Panerathon 5K run/walks, held in conjunc-
tion with Premier Sports, both in Dayton 
and Columbus. These family-friendly 
events, which collectively attract well over 
1,000 participants and include an activity 
fair and kid’s race, call great attention to the 
need in both markets to break the cycle of 
childhood hunger. This year, the Columbus 
Panerathon will include both a 5K and 10K 
walk/run and will move to a new location: 
the Church at Mill Run in Hilliard. The 
Dayton Panerathon will be held April 
24 at the Centerville High School Sports 
Stadium.

While these sponsorships certainly help 
Panera build its brand in Ohio, the over-
riding motivation is to better the lives of 
those in need and build stronger communi-

ties in Panera markets.
“Since the doors to the first bakery-cafe 

opened, Breads of the World has worked to 
become an active part of the neighborhoods 
and communities we serve – by donating 
time, money and effort to programs such as 
the Panerathon 5K to Fight Hunger, Menu 
of the Month and Day End donations 
that have benefitted Children’s Hunger 
Alliance,” says Panera’s Greg Nett, Regional 
Operations Manager. 

“None of this would have been possible 
without the participation of our employees 
and the benevolence of the Columbus 
community, but most importantly the 
wonderful partnership that we have made 
with the great folks at Children’s Hunger 
Alliance,” he says.

Agency CEO Mary Lou Langenhop (holding check) joins Panera and CHA officials for a check presentation in 2010The Dayton Panerathon draws a wide range of participants

Wendy’s Chili Open Delivers for Children - Again
Everyone will likely remember Saturday, Feb. 6 for the foot of snow that fell the day 
and evening before. But if you braved the elements and made it to the Columbus Zoo 
and Aquarium for the 14th annual Wendy’s Chili Open organized by the Rotary Club 
of Westerville Sunrise, you’ll remember that date for the good time you and hundreds 
of other Central Ohioans had partaking of the broad array of food and entertainment.
Children’s Hunger Alliance again supplied volunteers to work the event and is grateful, 
like many other nonprofits, to have been a beneficiary of the Open, 100 percent of the 
proceeds are donated to Central Ohio children’s charities like The Dave Thomas Foun-
dation for Adoption, Children’s Hunger Alliance, The Special Care Nursery at Mount 
Carmel St. Ann’s, and The Ohio Trooper’s Caring Fund.
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Thanks to All Who Contributed: September - March
Individuals
Virginia Abell
Leslie P Ahmadi
Michael Aldrink
Jamie Allen
Jean Allocco
Daniel Anderson
Sandra Anderson
Dianna Anelli
Philip and Rhonda 

Anglim
Julie Appenzeller
Mary Beth Arensberg
Lori Artz
Janice Aski
Amy and Paul Atkinson
Chandra  Attiken
Stephen Auch
John Avallone
Lesley Avery
Vicki Babbert
Susan Babcock
Lauren and Charles 

Backus
Rhonda Bajenski
Daryl Bakenhaster
Emma Baker
Lynn Bakker
James Baldyga
CM Ballard
Kathryn Bamberger
Mitchell Banchefsky
Constance Banks
Barbara  Barbosa
Carrie Barclay
Nadine Barfield
Anne Barga
John & Debra Barlow
Richard Barnhart
Kathryn Baucco
Susan Baughman
Barbara Bayless
Auna Beavers
Brian & Tracy Beiting
Jennifer Belford
Anna Bellis
Mike & Diane Bender
Thomas Benzmiller
Constance Bernard
Robert Bernard
Ellen Berndt
Katanya Bernt
Catherine Berry

Nicola Betts
Carl Billhardt
Bobby Bills
Edith Binford
Barry Bissell
Deborah Biszaha
Paul Bittner
David and Katharine 

Blackmore
Charles Blankenbiller
Donna Blatt
Connie Block
Mary Elizabeth Blome
David Bodiford
Sandra Booth
James Bostick
Erika Bourguignon
Robert Boutell
C.  Boyd
Terry Brennan 
Pamela Bridgeport
Kristen Brinkman
Chris Brock
John and Kate Brody
Sarah Brooks
Heather and Kerry 

Brown
Karlyn Brown
Nancy and Robert 

Brown
Suzanne Brown
Terry Brown
Greg and Lynne 
	 Browning
Kelly Budros
Elise Burgess
Jack and Kathleen 

Burgess
Alicia Burton
Bobbie Busch
Joe Busch
Karen Callaghan
Amy Calvert
Johnny Calvin
TM Carle-Downey
Anthony Casalenuovo
Pat Cash
Anthony Castellino
Lisa Casto
Matt Ceglia
Marc Cessna
Sumita Chakraborty
Bobbette Chandler

Edith Chase
Patrick Chesterton
Laurie Chevalier
Clement Chiu
Elizabeth Clark
Illya J Clark
Tina Cline
Amy Clubbs
Robert J Cochran
Rob Coddington
Deborah Coleman
Romeo Coleman
Joshua Colin
Rhonda Collett
Brooklyn Collier
Courtney Colombo
Heather Combs
E Commsso
Lynnette Cook
Jennifer Cooper
Marcia Cooper
Tammy Cotto
Kelly L Cotton
Gary Cottrell
Joshua Cox
Paul Cox
Kevin Craigo
Elizabeth Crane
Kerrie Crane
Sherry Crawford-Eyen
Teddy Creasap
David Crecelius
Tyson Crist
John Crobar
Corey Crognale
Beth Crompton
Richard Crossland
Roy Croy
James Cullen
Mary Cundiff
Dana Cunningham
Jane and Clarence 
	 Cunningham
Susan Curtiss
Rogerio Custodio
Annmarie Dachtler
Joseph Dager
Donna Dahlke
Eugene Dahnke
Julie Darling
Jack D’Aurora
Richard D’Aurora
Jerry and Ruth 

D’Avanzo
James Davidson
Bobbi Davis
Paul Davison
Jeffrey Deibel
Dorothy Deighan
Anthony DeMarco
Mehmet Demirel
Catherine DeRosa
Charles DeRousie
Gary Desilva
Tom Desko
DeEtte Deweese
Charles Dilauro
Laurie Disabato
Tim Divis
Darrin Dixon
William Dolan
Bernice Dominick
David Dorfman
Dawn Doty
Michael Dummermuth
Mary Dupler
Anthony Dye
Bart Earles
Kaitlyn Early
Jennifer Eby
Stephen Edwards
Michael Ellis
Linda Enderle
Mark Engel
Philip Ensley
Maureen Erney
Terrilyn Estell
Frank Eubanks
Kristie Evans
Mark Eyen
Dana Faire
Joe Farago
Maria Farago
Patrick Fardal
Erika Farfan
Susan Farfan
Germaine Farinacci
Jack Farnham
Kathleen Faulstich
Felix Fernandez
Kristine Ferrari
Theresa Ferrugia
Steven Fetty
Rachel Fier
Olwen Firestone
Jack and Judy Fisher

Edward Fitzpatrick
Renee Flack
Daniel Flad
Amy Flanigan
Michelle Fleetwood
Patrick Fleming
Vickie Follett
Karen Jo Fontanini
Ivery Foreman
Marcey Forman
Matthew Fornshell
Steve Forry
Philip Forshey
Cindy and Douglas 

Foster
Lynda Fox
Connie Freundlich
Rachel Friede
Danielle Fry
Mellissia Fuhrmann
Robert Furbee
Sandra Furman
John and Betty Gabel
David Gaetano
David Gale
Vincent Gallagher
Robert Galpin
Kenneth Gamble
Karyl Garner
Laura Garza
Linda Gates
Simone Gatewood
Michael Gathercole
Janet Gauer
Theresa Gehr
Jeffrey Geisbuhler
Linda Gerardi
Janet Geswein
James Gheller
Ivan Gilbert
Gary Gillett
John Gilligan
Monica Ginn
Christopher Glaser
Peggy Glaser
William Glaze
John Gleason
Edith Glenn
Deborah Gnann
Leonard Goins
Lynnette Goldberg
Vikki Goldstein
Cindy Ellis & Eric 

Good
James Gorman
Mary Gorman
Brian Graham
Edward Gravell
Jeremy Grayem
Brenda Green
Troy Grigsby
Susan Grom
Dan Groomes
Kelley Gruber
Steven and Laurinda 

Gruber
Julie Gundelfinger
Tara Guthrie
Patricia Haaser
Kenneth and Carolyn 

Hafner
Bobbi Hagar
Janice Hale
Robert Hales
Christine Hall
Linda Hall
Lori Hall
Ann Hamilton
Mary Hammond
Lisa Han
Julia Hansel
Asim Haque
Hans Hardgrove
Scot and Sheryl Hardin
Clara Hargis
Jerry & Jeanne Harmeyer
Deborah Harper
Alva Harris
Susan Harris
Verdale Harrison
Bonita Hartle
Amy Hartman
Nadine Haskell
Katherine Hatfield
Jane Hay
Judy Hayes
Rebecca Hayward
Sandra Heaberlin
William Heaphy, III
John Hedge
Steven Hegemier
Paul Heine
Daniel Helmick
Margaret Henderson
Mark Henderson
Bill Henry

Patricia Herrington
Barry and Marianne 

Hesseltine
Mark Heuerman
Lynda Heyl
Paul Hiers
Jenn Hilger
Janice Hill
Terri Hill
Kevin Hilvert
Kathy Hoff
Rhonda Hoffman
Richard Hoffman
Kay Holmes
Richard Holz
Karen Hooser
James Hopple
Heather Horn
Jean Horn
Susan Horn
Margaret Hoskins
J Michael Houlahan
Ronald and Susan 

House
Karen Hughes
Laura Hult
Barbara and Gardner 

Hunt
Donald Hunter
Richard Hurley
Jeremy Hurwitz
Todd Huston
Erica Hyneman
Rosalie Immel
Stuart Israel
Madhavi Janaki
Katey Jankowski
Stephanie Jarrett
Deborah Jeffers
Ann Matheson and Tom 

Jeffire
Gregory Johnson
Robert Johnson
Todd Jones
Paul Jorgensen
Brian Joseph
Eugene Kadish
Gary Kaiser
Thomas Kaliker
Ed Kamposek
Alice Kanonchoff
Robert Kapps
Bill & Lynn Karas

Christine Karse
Beth Kastner
Kathleen Kean
John Keaton
Bruce Keenen
Susan Carroll Keister
Ernie Kellermann
Timothy Kelley
Karen Kelly
Mary E Keyes
Sheila Khayami
Brian Kime
Ginny Kington
Edward and Sarah 

Kistner
Earl Klay
Nina Kletting
Don Klopfenstien
Susan Klun
April Knight
Gerald Knorr
Bobbie Kobbermann
Kelly Kochendoerfer
Peggy Kolodziej
Dawn Konar
George Kontogiannis
Judy Koob
Nancy Kralik
Jay Krasovec
John Kurtz
Megan Kusan
Claire Lacey
Carolin Ladd
David Lambert
Douglas Lance
Larry Lance
Karen Lane
Mary Lou Langenhop
John Lasekan
Kenneth Lawson
Roy and Marcia Lawson
Sue Lawson
David Lawver
Mary Lazarus
Liana Lee
Mathew Lee
Rodney Lehman
Ronald Lemerich
T Earl Levere
Elizabeth Lewis
Helen Liebman
Kathryn Linder
M Renee Lindy

Desk Chairs (wheels, good condition)

Canon Copier (not a desktop)  

Four-drawer filing cabinet that locks

Paper/letter folder

Contact Michelle McGarity at 614-341-7700 ext. 234 
if you can help with these requests.

Agency Wish List •	Brittany Baron has joined the agency as Wellness Coordinator for the 
Columbus Kids Project

•	Faiza Ali has joined the agency as a Field Representative

•	Kelli Hodge has joined the agency as a Field Representative

•	Minerva Santana has joined the agency as a Field Representative

•	Trayce Thompson has joined the agency as a Field Representative

•	 Shannon Yencha has joined the agency as Afterschool Nutrition & 
Development Coordinator in the Northeast Region Office

Congratulations!

In the Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities program, 
I stand between two worlds that often come into conflict 
with one another. One is the world of education, fitness, 
and nutrition. The other is the world of the modern kid. 
That is not to say that these worlds don’t ever overlap in a 
positive way. Nearly every student of mine plays basketball 
regularly, or some other team sport, and many of them 
know what a  healthy breakfast consists of (which foods 
are nutrient-dense and which aren’t). Yet these same kids 
also understand the allure of sports drinks and eating for 
eating’s sake.

	 As an AmeriCorps member, I often deal with the 
bad habits, issues and disinterested attitudes that often 
conflict with kids getting the nutrition they need. The chal-
lenge is to get them interested in foods they don’t neces-
sarily care about and educate them in the process. It can be 
difficult meeting that challenge.

	 At least, that’s how I felt after a particularly trying 
day at the recreation center with my class, where I couldn’t 
get a word in edgewise and couldn’t seem to calm the 
students down or get them to listen. It seemed that every 
child in the center under the age of 17 that day claimed to 
be in my class so that they could get the snack that I was 
making, even trying to muscle through those that actually 
were in my program.

	 The lesson that day was supposed to have been 
about breakfast, which was met with some resistance. There 
were the usual anti-breakfast responses like “having no 

time,” “What’s wrong with eating pizza or a hot dog for 
breakfast?,” or “All we have is water and candy.” 

This made me prioritize breakfast as a lesson necessity. 
I worked hard on my lesson plan. I practiced it. I had a 
spiel about high-energy, high-nutrient breakfasts that are 
easy and quick and relatively cheap to make. I prepared a 
worksheet for designing a healthy, well-balanced breakfast.

	 None of my well-rehearsed and well-prepared plan 
went according to schedule. Bedlam ruled. It was the worst 
teaching session I’d ever had. I felt like running away.

	 Then, after I had just finished loudly lecturing the 
group for its disinterest and behavior, one student, whom I 
had written off as my “quarterly problem student,” started 
asking me questions about breakfast. His father was really 
big on eating a healthy breakfast. He was curious about eggs 
and fruit and how to make a filling breakfast that could 
taste good and be good for you. He even asked what I eat 
for breakfast. He asked if I knew what body builders eat for 
breakfast. 

This student had a desire to learn some things he hadn’t 
known before, and he saved me from feeling too frustrated 
to drive home.

	 When I realized that I had made a real, positive 
(and hopefully lasting) impact on this student through all 
the chaos of that lesson, my frustration began to ease. This 
boy doesn’t even know it but he really helped me feel good 
about what I am doing, both with my programming and 
with the year of service I have chosen to give.

	 I think I’m going to thank his father when I get 
the chance.

David Wilson is an Healthy Kids, Healthy Communi-
ties AmeriCorps member currently serving out of Children’s 
Hunger Alliance’s Cleveland office. 

The AmeriCorner
Insight from a Children’s Hunger Alliance AmeriCorps Member
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Thanks to All Who Contributed: September - March
Melissa Lockwood
Mary Loe
Jessie Logan
Brent Lombardi
Susan Long
Terri Long
John P Lopez
Tina Lorenz
Anne Lorms
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Lisa Luciano
Manfred Luttinger
Orv and Gloria Lyons
Sharon Lyons
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Kristin Maher
Nina Mahon
Farah Majidzadeh
Katherine Manghillis
Eric Mangini 
April Mann
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Shaun Manuel
Melissa Marcum
Lindsey Margaroli
Susan Mariotti
Jeff Markle
William Markley
Mary Marshall
Richard Marshall
Debbie Martin
Jutta Martin
Karen Martin
Lynda Martin
Ray and Denise Martin
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Mary Massey
Joseph Massinople
Judith Matsko
William Matthews
AE Wallace Maurer
Shirley Mays
Jennifer McCann
Marcy McClinton
Caryl McCormick
Julie McCoy
Marianne McDaniel
Gary and Mary 
	 McDonald
John McDonald
Katie McDowell
Michelle McGarity
Earl McKethan
R Bruce McLoughlin
Susan McMullen
Leslie McNaughton
James McNichols
Kimberly McNulty
William Medford
Shahrukh Mehta
Daniel Mensah
Julian and Julie Mesa
Alberta Metzger
Patrick Metzger
Jennifer Meyer
Peter and Lois Meyst
Ashley Miller
Charline Zimmerman 

Miller
Christopher Miller
Fred Miller
James Miller
Jennifer Miller
Paula Miller
Peter and Donna Miller
Sarah Miller
Terri Miller
Chris Milligan
Leon Milnes
Kenneth Minton
Joel Mirman
Ellen Mitchell
John Mitchell
Wendy Mitchell
Judith Mitchener
Lloyd Moberg
Val Moeller
Joe & Jan Mollmann
Randel Monhemius
Michelle Montgomery
Gretchen Moore
Jennifer Moore
Lauren Moore
Lisa Moore
Randall Moore
SB Moore
Debbie Morgan
Tonja Morgan
Steve Morris
Lisa Morton
Patricia Moss
Andrew Motter
Scott Mounts
Patricia Moyer
Nicholas Muetzel
Recinda Mullen
Angele Da Silva Mullins
Carmen Murphy
Stephen Mushrush
Niki Nace
Christina Nash
Laura Nash
Al Neff
Valerie Neidert
Sandy Nekoloff
Carolyn Nellon
David Nelson
Bradley and Kimberly 

Ness
Gilbert Nestel
Jennifer Norris
John and Teresa 

O’Connell
Jennifer O’Donnell
Marie Olon

Elsie Oppenheimer
Michelle O’Regan
Marilyn Ortt
Shannon Osborne
Charlotte Osterman
Robert Ouellette
Richard Palafox
Karen Pannell
Stephen Paris
Beth Park
Jennifer Parker
Alan Parrott
Anne Paschall
Paresh Patel
John Patton
Constance Paul
Peter Pavarini
Robert Pearson
Sara Peckham
Sandra Peffer
Richard Penny
Noah Perez
Edward and Sheryl 

Peterson
Gina Petredis
Sandra Petti
Janet Pettibone
Nancy Philo
Karen and Marshall Platt
Albert Ploenes
Ellen Pogos
William Pohlman
Tierra Poindexter
Denise Popovich
Randall Porter
Susan Porter
Justin and LeQuita 

Potter
Gregory Potts
Anne Powell
Andre and Mary 

Prenoveau
Amy and Don Pritchard
Albert Pyzik
Jeff Quayle
Jerry Quellhorst
Norman Quick
Pamela Quigley
Dianne Radigan
Emily Rahe
Natasha Raimondo
Louise Randall
Carl Ransom
Charlie Rauch
Christopher Rea
Carl Rechner
Susan Rector
Joseph Reidy
James Reker
Ronald Remy
Hansel Rhee
Amanda Rice
Mary Rice
Carol and Bob Richards
Regina Richards
Betty Richardson
Peggy Richardson
Lisa and David Rigg
Thomas Rigo
Beverly Ringhiser
Darryl and Harriette 

Robbins
Suzanne Roberts
Karen Rogers
Susan Rohrbough
Cheryl Roller
Bridgette Roman
Jenny Roman
Melanie Rose-Billhardt
Martin and Deborah 

Rosenthal
Brian Rosko
Charles Roth
Judy Roush
Rhenda Routh
Todd Rumpke
Paul Rupright RD
Gary Saalman
Jeffrey Sabatine
Roger Sabo
Sidney Saltzman
Jay and Julie Sanford
Paul Santilli
Cindy Sapp
Douglas Sauder
Merry Ann Sauls
Joe and Kathy Schindler
Douglas Schmale
Jennifer Schmeisser
Randolph Schmidt
Cameron Scholvin
Eric and Kathy Schreiber
Jean Schwinne
Jane and Chris Scott
Eugene Scoville
Deborah Sears
Charles Seipelt
Martin Seltzer
Jason Severit
Grace Shaffer
Tony Shaffer
Liz Shaker
Sabreen Shakir
Steve Shamrock
Carrie Shane
Paula Shaw
David Sheets
Matthew Sherwood
Pamela Shields
Deborah Shye
Cynthia Sievers
Ginny & Roger Sims
Michael Singer
Harry and Joann Skinner
Ruth Skocdopole
Lynn Smart

Donald Smeltzer
Michael Smeltzer
Kathy Smith
Lisa Smith
Lynnette Smith
Stephen Smith
Jill Snyder
Leslie Snyder
Louis So
Laurie Soldat
Donna and Ron Solove
Margarita Somov
Patty Spangler
Debbie & Wayne Speer
Barbie Spencer
Jill Spencer
David Speth
Don Splitstone
Beth Spurling
Ben Stalter
Alan Starkoff
Jonathan  Staub
Ronald Stauffer
Deborah Stein
Lawrence Stember
Mary Stevenson
Angela Steward
Martin Stires
Erik Stock
Eric Stoller
Nancy Stroebel
Nancy Sutter
Daniel Swetnam
Henry Szabo
Mary Szwabinsky
Nancy Tabor
Brent Taggart
Bonita Talley
Christopher Tarr
Michael Tarullo
Eric Taylor
John Tewart
Christopher Thackery
William Theil
Peggy Thielsen
Tammy Thomas
Alice Thompson
Gillian  Thomson
Nancy Thorne
Sharon Tipton
Dennis and Fahn 

Tishkoff
Timothy Tobey
Roger and Margaret 

Trent
Marsha Triplett
Amy Tulk
Elizabeth Tulman
Marguerite Turnbull
Kristie Tuthill
Lois  Tyler
Virginia Tyler
Raymond Urban
Robin Vachon-Kraut
Michelle Vamos
Mary Van Fleet
John VanDervoort
Katherine Vanderzee
Susan and Claus 
	 Von Zychlin
Fred Vorys
Simina Vourlis
Snjezana Vukadin
Sigrid Wagner
Steven Wagner
Tim Wagner
Ellen Walker
Roshele Walker
Lori Wall
Melissa Wall
Connie and Craig Walley
Michael C Walsdorf
Kelsey Walton
Don & Cindy Walz
Kristin Warzocha
Teresa Washington
Michael Watson
Elizabeth Watts
Marion Wearly
June Wedd
Criss Wehr
Rebecca Weihe
Robert Weisman
Melanie Welsh
Katherine Wernz
Jennifer West
Diana Westhoff
Michael Whaley
Suzanne Whisler
Gary and Gayla Whitacre
Bryan and Virginia 

White
Marrianna Whitlock
Jayne Wilcox
Muge Wiley
Antoinette Wilkins
Patsie Willhite
Ed & Sue Williams
Jennifer Campbell 
	 Williams
Jon Williams
Melissa Wilson
Steven Wilson
Sarah Wisenbarger
Dave Wolf
Vicky Wolf
Diana Wolfe
William Wolfe
Tanny Crane and John 

Wolff
Jong Woong Woo
Annita Meyer and Larry 

Woods
Nicole Woods
John Wreathall
Dennis Wright

Judy Wright
William Wright
Diane Yates
Shannon Yencha
Thomas Yost
Bette Young
David Young
Dwaine Young
Michael and Nancy 

Zajano
Jacques Zakin
Sarah Zarick
Thomas Zelina
Jane Zickafoose
Betsy Zimmerman
Frank Zito
Nicholas Zuk

Organizations
Abbott Laboratories
Action for Healthy Kids
The Aetna Foundation
Aetna, Inc.
American Dairy 
	 Association Mideast
American Electric Power
Analytical & Diagnostic 

Science Dept. at 
	 University of Cincinnati
Anthem Blue Cross and 

Blue Shield Foundation
Applebee’s
Arena Grand Theatre
Artina Promotional 

Products
Ary Roepcke Mulchaey, 

P.C.
Asset Strategies Group, 

LLC
August Mack 
	 Environmental, Inc.
Battelle
Bob Evans Farms, Inc.
Cabot Creamery
Cardinal Health 
	 Foundation
Careworks of Ohio, Ltd.
Cello-Poly
Central Ohio Restaurant 

Association
Champions of the 
	 Community
Charter One Bank 

Foundation
Cleveland Black Pages
Columbus Blue Jackets 

Foundation
The Columbus 
	 Foundation
Columbus Medical 
	 Association 
	 Foundation
Columbus State 
	 Community College
Constantino’s 

Market
Continental Office 

Environments
Continental Real 

Estate Companies
Corporation for 
	 National and 

Community 
	 Service
Crowe Horwath LLP
The Dayton Hockey 

Foundation
Deloitte & Touche 

LLP
Diamond Hill 

Capital 
	 Management, Inc.
The Dirty Birdie
Discover Financial 

Services, Inc
Donatos Pizzeria
The Duke Energy 

Foundation
Dynamix Engineering
Eastland Mall
Ernst & Young
Fifth Third Bank
First Community 

Church
First Congregational 

United Church of 
Christ

Fisher Follies
Fleet Feet 
	 Columbus, Inc.
FRAC
Franklin County 

Department of 
Job and Family 
Services

Friendship Village
Gamble Hartshorn 

LLC
Gordon Biersch 

Brewery Restaurant
Government 
	 Strategies Group, 

LLC
Grange Insurance 

Companies
The Greater 
	 Cincinnati 
	 Foundation
Great American 

Financial Re-
sources, Inc.

Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral

Harry C Moores 
Foundation

Hazelbaker Foundation

The Helen Steiner Rice 
Fund of The Greater 
Cincinnati Foundation

Honda of America Mfg., 
Inc.

Huntington Bancshares 
Incorporated

Independence 
	 Excavating, Inc.
International Association 

of Firefighters
Jewish Community 
	 Federation of Cleveland
JP Morgan Chase 
	 Foundation
Kaiser Permanente
KeyBank National 
	 Association
Kidpoint LLC
KPMG LLP
Kroger
LexisNexis Cares 
	 Employee Fund 
Liberty Mutual - Give 

With Liberty
Limited Brands 
	 Foundation
Loth
MacIntosh Management 

Company
Makotek
Manley Deas Kochalski 

LLC
Medco Health Solutions
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Mettler-Toledo, Inc.
The Mike Furrey 
	 Foundation
Moberger
Molina Healthcare of 

Ohio, Inc
Montei Foundation
Mount Carmel Health 

Systems
National Affordable 

Housing Trust, Inc.
Nationwide Children’s 

Hospital
Nationwide Foundation
Nationwide Mutual 

Insurance Company
The New Albany 
	 Company LLC
New Concepts 
	 Consulting, Inc.
Nisource Charitable 

Foundation

The Ohio Automobile 
Club

Ohio Cable Telecomm-
	 unications Association
Ohio Capital Corporation 

for Housing
Ohio Children’s 
	 Foundation
Ohio Department of 

Education
Ohio Farm Bureau 

Federation
The Ohio State 
	 University Alumni 

Association
The Ohio State 
	 University Medical 

Center
The Ohio State 
	 University Research 

Foundation
Panera Bread
Paycor Inc.
PDS Systems LLC
Porter, Wright, Morris & 

Arthur LLP
PPC
Print Management 

Partners
Progressive Medical, Inc.
Raymond James 

Charitable Endowment 
Fund

REI Telecom Inc.
The Reinberger 
	 Foundation
The Reynolds and 

Reynolds Associate 
Foundation

RMD Advertising
Sacred Shimmy
Saint Luke’s Foundation
Sanford and Anita 

Simon Family 
	 Foundation of the 
	 Jewish Community 

Federation of Cleveland
SC Ministry Foundation 

of Cincinnati
Schottenstein Zox & 

Dunn
Schwebel Family 
	 Foundation
The Scotts Company
Sebring Presbyterian 

Church
Sequent

Share Our Strength
Sisters of Charity 
	 Foundation of Cleveland
Starting Point
STAT Communications
Summit Financial 
	 Strategies, Inc.
Thompson Hine LLP
Time Warner Cable
The Treu Mart Fund of 

the Jewish Community 
	 Federation of Cleveland
Turkey Hill Minit 

Markets
United Parcel Service
United Way of Central 

Ohio
U.S. Bancorp 
	 Foundation
Vineyard Community 

Center
Vorys, Sater, Seymour 

and Pease LLP
The Walter and Marian 

English Foundation
Wellpoint Foundation
White Castle System, 

Inc.
Wolfe Associates, Inc
Worthington Industries

In Kind
Arthur Murray
Artina Promotional 

Products
Bill Biegler Creative, LLC
Bob Evans Farms, Inc.
Cabot Creamery 
	 Cooperative, Inc.
Capital Club Columbus
Clear Channel
Clear Channel Outdoor
CM Media Inc.
Eclipse Studios
Fridrich Moving & Storage
Griffin Communications
L & L Exhibition 
	 Management, Inc.
Loth
NBC 4
Old Trail Printing
Orange Splotch Media
Time Warner Cable

In Memory
Joe Beiting
Ann Cooke

Ann D’Aurora
Pete Eberle
Hanni Ebert
Greg Farnham
Jonathan Hall
Margorie Henceroth
Alice Hoffman
Adele Johnson
Pauline Laudato
Robert Moeller
America Pizzedaz
Pat Reed
Joseph Sanfillipo
Louis Stevenson
Joseph S Wiktorek

In Honor
Lisa Ferrugia and James 

Atkinson
Lesley Avery
Rick Barger
Melanie Rose Billhardt
Constance Block
Bob and Tina Blondi
Robert Boutell
Alycia and Ashlynn Brodie
Maureen Burke
Jim and Laura Chatfield
Michael Fier
John Gilligan
The Glaser Family
Tracey and Tim Hawkins
Scott Heimlich
Terri Hill
Laura Holt
Sammy and Mia Holt-

Hoskins
Jane Hutcheson
Corby Kissler and Walter 

Knox
Doug Kridler
Evelyne Maldimon
Jennie McMullen
Mr and Mrs Russ Miller
Mary K and Jerry Patterson
Sylvia Reitman
Kathy and Joe Schindler
Bev Sherrill
Mike, Meghan and Mia 

Stanco
Matt and Georgia Sutter
Anne Valentine and Kent 

Thompson
Robin Vachon-Kraut
Jen Vonderahe
Jeff White
Michael Whitman
Ambassador B Wilson
Paul Yow

www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org
www.facebook.com/childrenshungeralliance

www.twitter.com/CHAOhio

Mission Statement
To break the cycle of childhood hunger through  

education, leadership, advocacy and service.

Central Office
370 South Fifth Street
Columbus OH, 43215-5408
614.341.7700   800.227.6446
Fax 614.341.7701

Northeast Office
3634 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland OH, 44115
216.541.5915
Fax 216.541.5921

Southwest Office
3077 Kettering Blvd. Ste. 300
Dayton OH, 45439-1949
866.534.0650
Fax 937.534.0613

Mary Lou Langenhop
Chief Executive Officer

Board of Directors

Chairperson
William J. Pohlman
Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease 

1st Vice Chairperson
Edward J. Kistner
Victoria’s Secret Stores

Secretary
Deborah Stein
Huntington Bancshares Inc.

Treasurer
John C. Fisher
Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation, Inc.

Immediate Past Chair
Ann Hamilton
Hicks Partners, LLC

At Large
Susan Rector
Scottenstein, Zox & Dunn

Members
Jamie Keller Allen
The Ohio State University 
Department of Anesthesiology 

Ellen G. Berndt
Hexion Specialty 
Chemicals, Inc.

Melanie Rose-Billhardt
Victoria’s Secret Direct

Robert C. Boutell
KPMG LLP

Kristen Brinkman
Thomas C. Green & Associates

Jennie Ferguson
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP

John Finnigan 
Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.

Brian Graham
Battelle

Jeff Hastings
US Bank

Terri L. Hill
Nationwide

Joelle C. Khouzam
Carlile Patchen & Murphy LLP

Brent Lombardi
Grange Insurance

Jennifer Miller
Deloitte & Touche LLP

James A. Morrison
JP Morgan Chase

Theresa E. Potter
Marketing Consultant

James W. Reker
Community Member

Sue Reninger
RMD Advertising/
Public Relations

Bridgette C. Roman
CheckSmart Financial Company

Martin Rosenthal
AEP

Thomas J. Ruebel
Fifth Third Bank

Cameron Scholvin
Columbus Blue Jackets

Paula Shaw
Registered Nurse

Eric Taylor
UPS

*We wish to thank all donors for their contributions. Every effort has been made to ensure 
this list is correct and complete. We apologize for any omissions or inaccuracies. 
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