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CHA Pushes Forward in Quest to Aid Ohio Children in Need
New CEO Langenhop takes agency’s case for continued support to Ohio legislature 

Panerathons Set Pace in Race to Feed Ohio’s Hungry Children
Panera-sponsored competitions create awareness for cause in Columbus, Dayton

Children’s Hunger Alliance has been very fortunate to have received state funding in 
the last few budgets and has been actively engaged in Ohio’s biennial budget process. 

Mary Lou Langenhop, Children’s Hunger Alliance’s CEO, testified before the House 
Finance and Appropriations Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee, as well 
as the full committee. Langenhop requested a continuation of $1.9 million in funding 
each year to support the agency’s work in growing USDA Child Nutrition Programs. 

In her testimony, Langenhop detailed the great strides Ohio is making. Ohio has 
been ranked by USDA as one of the top five states in growth in school breakfast 
participation for the past four years. The state has seen 38 percent growth since the 
2003-2004 school year, and growth has been dramatic in the Appalachian counties 
where participation has increased by 77 percent. Urban schools have also seen an 
increase despite enrollment losses.

In addition, Ohio has consistently outpaced the national average with respect to the 
Summer Food Service Program. From 2006 to 2007, Ohio saw a 7.9 percent increase 
in the number of sponsors of summer meal programs, while the national average was 
a meager 0.2 percent. The number of afterschool sites offering snacks and meals and 
family child care providers participating in the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
has also increased.

These strides would not have been possible without the General Assembly’s support. 
State funds have gone toward sharing best practices with schools on how to increase 
actual participation in USDA Nutrition Programs and toward efforts to strengthen the 
network of child care food sponsors. The funds have also brought back more than $260 
million in federal reimbursement dollars to Ohio schools and communities. 

Much work remains to be done. Only 40 percent of low-income students participate 
in the School Breakfast Program and less than 10 percent of students participate in the 
Summer Food Service Program. Langenhop stated that a continued investment of $1.9 
million each year could allow the agency and partners to reach at least another 50,000 
children and help to bring in an additional $50 million in new dollars to Ohio schools 
and communities. 

Langenhop explained the crucial role Children’s Hunger Alliance plays in the Hunger 
Network. “When a child is fed through one of the child nutrition programs, it is one 
less meal a family has to buy with their precious Food Assistance dollars,” she stated.

With the strong support of members in House leadership and on the House Finance 
and Appropriations Committee, the House included $2 million each year in the budget 
for the agency -- $500,000 each year through the Ohio Department of Education to 
expand access to child nutrition programs and $1.5 million each year through the Ohio 
Department of Job and Family Services for Child Nutrition Program outreach efforts. 

Despite the success in the House, the state’s budget remains a strong concern. Budget 
experts believe that updated revenue estimates will require significant adjustments to 
the bill. Legislators are anticipated to cut at least $1 billion in the Senate and could 
ultimately cut as much as $3 billion before the budget is balanced.

This will be a very tight budget and difficult choices will have to be made. The support 
Children’s Hunger Alliance has received from the state has made a significant difference 
in the lives of thousands of children throughout Ohio. We will continue to advocate on 
behalf of the many children who still struggle with issues of hunger and work to connect 
them to resources that will help. 

Participants of all ages begin the Dayton Panerathon 5K race in April.
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Footing for Fitness
Cleveland kids get new athletic shoes
to better their fitness opportunities
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Your Direct Line to Childhood Hunger Solutions in Ohio

Whether it’s the race held in Dayton or Columbus, the 
winners of both annual Panerathon 5K races remain the 
same: children in Ohio threatened by hunger and obesity. 

“That’s the whole point,” said Jim Henry, Senior Vice 
President of Finance and Development for Children’s 
Hunger Alliance. “The races are a great way to get 
sponsors, a great partner like Panera Bread and the 
community involved in fun days of activities. But it’s all 
done with the kids in mind. Childhood hunger remains a 
serious problem. We need to stop it.”

Henry’s staff, Panera and Premier Racing are diligently 
working to put the final preparatory touches on Central 
Ohio’s fifth annual Panerathon 5K race, which will 
begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 29. More than 700 
runners and walkers of all ages are expected to hit the 
streets of Upper Arlington to benefit Children’s Hunger 
Alliance. The race is part of a morning full of activities 
that also will include an activity fair beginning at 9 a.m. 
and a kid’s fun run at 9:30. All activities, including the 
start and completion of the race, will begin behind the 
Panera location at Kingsdale off of Tremont Road and 
Northwest Boulevard. 

The Columbus race follows the Dayton event held 
April 25 at Centerville High School. A record 652 

runners and walkers participated, much to the delight 
of Jeff Rains, President of Breads of the World, which 
operates Panera Bread bakery-cafes in Dayton and 
Columbus.

“This year’s Panerathon was yet again a tremendous 
success! Every year it’s great to see even more runners 
and walkers out there supporting Children’s Hunger 
Alliance,” Rains said. “The community in Dayton has 
been a key part of Panera Bread’s philanthropic efforts, 
and we are excited to have the opportunity to support 
such a worthy cause.” 

Key sponsors of the Dayton event, staged in conjunc-
tion with the agency’s Dayton staff, included: City of 
Centerville; Centerville City Schools; Grange Insurance; 
Limited Brands - Victoria’s Secret Direct; Miami Valley 
South Health Center; Dean Investments; Alley Cat 
Design; Lion Apparel; Mix 107.7 FM and Lite 99.9 
FM. Special thanks to Victoria’s Secret Direct and Kohl’s 
Department Stores for supplying volunteers.

Registration for the Columbus Panerathon will begin 
in June. To register, obtain information about the entry 
fees, or for more information about the race, please go to 
www.PremierRaces.com. Information also is available at 
www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.
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Advocates for Kids
Columbus Medical Association Foundation

Duke Energy Foundation
Food Research and Action Center

Jami and Robert DeWolf
Limited Foundation
National City Bank

Nationwide Foundation
Reinberger Foundation

The Dispatch Printing Co.
United Health Foundation

Thank You to Our Funders

For more information about our grants program, contact Rebecca Roush, Manager, 
Grants, at 614-341-7700, ext. 231 or RRoush@ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.

Langenhop Takes Reins at Children’s Hunger Alliance
Feeding Ohio’s hungry children requires broad support, vision

Thank you for taking a moment to read this edition of 
Hungerline, the newsletter of Children’s Hunger Alliance. 
For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Mary 
Lou Langenhop. I took over as chief executive officer and 
president of this agency in March and I’m excited to be 
here. I succeeded Bill Dolan, who retired after 14 years at 
the helm. As Bill’s successor, I hope to continue to build 

on this organization’s legacy of effectiveness.
First, a bit of background. My entire professional career 

has been devoted to working on behalf of those in need. 
As former director of the Franklin County Department 
of Job and Family Services, I bring a 30-plus year record 
of helping those Ohioans most in need. I understand the 
myriad problems associated with hunger. I have seen first-
hand the impact it has had on a child’s ability to function 
and achieve in school, to develop properly. And I know 
the powerful contributions ongoing nutrition education 
and physical fitness activities can make in these children’s 
lives. 

I arrive at Children’s Hunger Alliance in a period of 
economic uncertainty for our state. Many of our families 
and their children are facing tough times. Jobs are being 
lost. Scores of parents and caregivers are struggling to 
consistently provide nutritious food to the children in 
their care. As we all know, children threatened by poor 
nutrition and outright hunger are hurt in their ability to 
develop into their full potential. Their ability to attend 
and achieve in school is impaired. Their physical fitness is 
jeopardized. We do not find this situation acceptable. 

As unfortunate as this scenario is, there is reason for 
hope. Children’s Hunger Alliance works daily through 
proven federal initiatives involving no- and low-cost 
school breakfast and lunch, afterschool snacks and 
summer feeding programs to consistently bring healthy 
food to the children in Ohio who need it. We and others 
in the fight against childhood hunger are making great 
inroads. But we have much work to do.

As we head into the summer months, a primary thrust 
of our work is in enrolling children throughout the state 

into summer feeding programs in their neighborhoods. By 
calling 800-481-6885, parents and caregivers will be able 
to find enrollment information and locations near them 
that provide free, nutritious breakfasts and lunches for the 
children in their care. Our Web site, www.ChildrensHun-
gerAlliance.org, contains similar information.

Our work also includes ongoing conversations with 
state legislators about the importance of state funding in 
expanding participation in these federal child nutrition 
programs. This funding helps us expand the reach of these 
programs and get nutritious meals to Ohio children.

In 2008, our work helped more children and those 
who care for them than ever before. This would not have 
been possible without the gracious committed support of 
our many partners and friends: schools, policy makers, 
youth-serving organizations, faith-based groups, child care 
providers, donors and volunteers. You have generously 
loaned your time and expertise, you have volunteered and 
you have financially contributed. For this we thank you.

With sustained support from partners and friends like 
you, our organization will continue to be a powerful 
solution, educating, advocating and leading in the fight to 
end childhood hunger in Ohio. We will work tirelessly on 
the behalf of every hungry child in Ohio to ensure them 
having the best possible start in life. It is our passion.

Sincerely,

Mary Lou Langenhop
President and Chief Executive Officer

CEO Mary Lou Langenhop

Agency a Critical Voice for Most Basic of Human Needs
Rector views maintaining and expanding funding as a top board priority

Susan Rector

Susan Rector, Children’s Hunger Alliance board and 
committee member, is a partner with the law firm Schotten-
stein, Zox & Dunn based in Columbus.

What inspired you to get involved with Children’s 
Hunger Alliance? 

SR: The important task of feeding hungry children and 
nourishing their minds is a compelling cause. In addition, 
I look forward to becoming more involved with an agency 
that maintains strict adherence to its mission and does not 
get off track.

What would you like to see the board accomplish this 
year? 

SR: First and foremost, we as the board need to maintain, 
and if possible, expand, funding as part of the State of Ohio 
budget to be effective July 1, 2009. In this challenging envi-
ronment, the board is fortunate to have members who are 
both elected public officials and those adept at advocating 
in the public arena to help accomplish this ambitious goal.

What is the most satisfying part of your involvement 
with the board? 

SR: I enjoy working with the dedicated, highly-capable 
staff and exemplary fellow board members to advance an 
important community cause in our local community and 
across the State of Ohio.

     
How do you utilize your expertise to benefit Children’s 

Hunger Alliance? 
SR: As Chair of the Development Committee, and by 

participating in the Executive Committee, I am able to 
utilize the skills I have gained from working with other 
community nonprofit organizations. Over the years, I 
have used my legal training to assist with general corporate 
and nonprofit law issues and assisted the agency to obtain 
federal trademark registration when the agency changed its 
name, logo and branding.

 
Why is Children’s Hunger Alliance important to you?
SR: Simply put, Children’s Hunger Alliance is a critical 

voice for the most basic of needs -- food and educational 
assistance -- for one in six children at risk of poor nutrition 
in Ohio.

Children’s Hunger Alliance CEO Mary Lou Langenhop joins U.S. Congresswoman Mary Jo Kilroy and Chuck Gehring, President and CEO 
of Lifecare Alliance, for a Kilroy press conference on March 20 at Lifecare’s Meals-on-Wheels Distribution Center in Columbus



Earlier this year, Children’s Hunger Alliance officials 
approached the editorial boards of several influential Ohio 
newspapers to support the agency’s crucial work advo-
cating for federal meal programs fight against childhood 
hunger. 

Particular motivation for the visits centered on 
the release of the agency’s annual Hunger Report in 
December, which showed that Ohio leaves approximately 
$105 million in potential federal meal reimbursement 
dollars on the table because not all kids who qualify for 
these meals participate in the programs. 

The visits also occurred during the state’s biennial 
budget process for fiscal years 2010 and 2011. Children’s 
Hunger Alliance is seeking continued funding in this 
budget. 

The visits proved productive, with three papers 
penning editorials in support of the agency’s effectiveness, 
including the Cleveland Plain Dealer, the Akron Beacon 
Journal and Youngstown Vindicator newspapers.

According to the Vindicator: “There’s no argument that 
Ohio is in the midst of one of the most trying times in 
recent history, and the plan detailed by the governor to 
balance the budget will require sacrifice by all Ohioans. 
But the question that must be asked is this: Why is it that 
one in six children is either hungry or at risk of going 
hungry?

“Or more to the point, why is it that 63 percent of the 
500,000 low-income students in Ohio do not participate 
in the school breakfast program; 17 percent do not take 
part in the National School Lunch Program; and, 90 
percent of low-income students do not participate in the 
Summer Food Service Program?

The money to pay for breakfast, lunch, after school and 
summer feeding programs is available from the federal 
government, but it is up to the state government and local 
school districts to take the initiative.”

“. . .The data provided by the Children’s Hunger 
Alliance shows that in the past five years there has been 
tremendous growth in the breakfast and summer meal 
programs in Ohio. 

“The support of past and present governors and legisla-
tors has proved to be invaluable in expanding the partici-
pation of Ohio’s young people, especially those coming 
from households below the poverty level.

“But it is also clear that much more needs to be done.
“Indeed, with Gov. Strickland’s emphasis on education, 

especially in the early years when the learning is most 
critical, ensuring that hunger is not an impediment must 
be a priority.”

The sentiment was echoed by the Beacon Journal and 
the Plain Dealer

According to the Plain Dealer: “Ohio Gov. Ted Strick-
land’s school budget, which is now under repair, called for 
more registered nurses, counselors and family coordina-
tors. 

“Somehow, though, it failed to call for nearly $2 million 
for an organization that makes it easier for youngsters to 
get breakfast or lunch at school.

“The nonprofit Children’s Hunger Alliance based in 
Columbus has had two strikes against it during this 
tough budgeting season, said Keith Dailey, the governor’s 
spokesman. 

“First, it’s an earmark, which the governor doesn’t 
support. Second, it uses welfare money that the governor 

wants to direct to cash assistance, child care and other 
direct services, he said. 

“The governor’s argument is understandable -- until you 
hear the other side. 

“That $2 million used to spread the word about good 
nutrition, and about food programs available during the 
school year and the summertime. 

“Perhaps more important, it helped bring back 
$267 million in federal reimbursement money to food 
providers. 

“If poor youngsters are expected to go to school for 200 
days instead of 180, and attend full-day kindergarten, 
some toast in the morning at school and a turkey 
sandwich at lunch might help them crack the books more 
effectively.”

The Beacon-Journal: “Children’s Hunger Alliance fared 
much better in the House budget. The group receives $1.9 
million a year in state funds to work with schools, child-
care and youth organizations to expand participation in 
the national meal programs -- school breakfasts, lunches, 
after-school snacks and summer meals. In the 2007-2008 
school year, the programs leveraged $400 million in 
federal funds for Ohio.

“The group’s funding vanished in the governor’s plan. 
The House, wisely, restored the funding and bumped it up 
to $2 million a year. The alliance expects to draw an extra 
$50 million in federal money and reach an additional 
50,000 children.

“Considering the effects of hunger and poor nutrition 
on the health and development of children, the budget 
requests of hunger groups are a pittance. The House 
performed better in recognizing as much.”
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Key Newspaper Voices Speak on Behalf of Agency’s Work
Agency garners editorial support in its push to promote hunger solutions

Menu of Hope Speaker Young Delivers Message of Optimism
Investing in nation’s children key to country’s recovery, future prosperity

Andrew Young told stories and delivered several 
messages to the crowd of nearly 1,000 guests attending 
the 14th Annual Menu of Hope Luncheon in February. 
For one, the former U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations believes our system of government works. For 
another, the former mayor of Atlanta is convinced that 
we’ll pull ourselves out of these difficult economic times 
because we always come together as a nation in times of 
crisis. 

But his belief is predicated on a significant caveat: 
that as a nation we invest in and take care of our 
children, including getting them the sound nutrition 
they need to develop properly and lead our nation.

“If Duke (Energy) and Fifth Third (Bank) and 
Time Warner (Cable) want someone to be able to run 
them, they better make sure our youth are well fed and 
educated,” Young, co-founding Principal and Chairman 
of GoodWorks International, said. “This generation will 
have to build up the banks and businesses later on.”

 “I was successful because I had good food and a good 
education.”

This year’s Menu of Hope Luncheon, sponsored by 
Duke Energy Corp. and co-chaired by Tom Hoaglin, 
retired President, Chairman and CEO of Huntington 
National Bank; Rhonda Fraas, President, Time Warner 
Cable Mid-Ohio Division; and the Honorable Mark 
Mallory, Mayor of Cincinnati, was held Feb. 11 in 

Columbus. It again benefitted the nonprofit’s endow-
ment fund. It also marked the final Menu of Hope 
luncheon for former agency CEO Bill Dolan, who 
retired March 8.

Young, who also served as a top aide during the Civil 
Rights Movement to Dr. Martin Luther King, noted 
that he originally supported Hilary Clinton in the 
Democratic presidential campaign and did not think 
Barack Obama had a chance to grab the nomination for 
office. While the nation’s challenges remain significant, 
he believes we will persevere.

“We are the kind of country that when the going 
gets tough, the tough get going. And the going is pretty 
tough (now),” he said.

Young believes the burden of the payback costs 
associated with the current deficit and bailout programs 
make it imperative that the nation properly prepare and 
care for its youth today.

“The challenge of the 21st century is to find ways 
to make society work for the poor -- or it will break 
down on us,” Young said, noting that the federal school 
feeding programs are a way to give money to those at 
the bottom in order for them to “find their way to the 
top.”

“These kids that you’re feeding are the answer to the 
recession,” he said. “They are our future leaders. Our 
nation will rely on them.” Andrew Young delivers the keynote address at the 2009 Menu of Hope Luncheon.

Agency Teams with NBC4 to Push Summer Feeding Enrollment
Site information available at 800-481-6885 or www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org

Thanks to the support of NBC 4, Children’s Hunger Alliance was able to use the 
station’s airwaves May 20 to get the word out about summer feeding programs.

In a segment known as “Call 4,” news anchors during the station’s 4 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. news block discussed the plight of hungry children in Central 
Ohio and promoted the availability of more than 250 sites in the region 
that will serve no-cost nutritious breakfasts, lunches and snacks to kids 
enrolled in the USDA Summer Food Service Program. In addition, 
a panel of six experts were on hand throughout the newscasts to 
answer viewer questions about enrollment requirements, feeding 
site locations and general nutrition questions.

This marks the second consecutive year NBC 4 has assisted 
Children’s Hunger Alliance with a Call 4 segment.

“As we all know, a child’s need for nutritious food does not end when the school year 

ends,” said Charlie Kozlesky, Senior Vice President School and Summer Nutrition for 
Children’s Hunger Alliance. “Nutritious food is available throughout the state in the 
summer for children. We are grateful that NBC 4 provided this great service through 
its Call 4, helping us get the word out. These kind of partnerships allow us to reach 

more children, which is what this is all about.”
	 The agency would like to thank the following panelists for their service during 
the Call 4 segment: Greg Landsman, Director of the Ohio Governor’s Office 
of Faith Based and Community Initiatives; Michelle Mills, President of St. 
Stephen’s Community House; Patti Harris, Columbus Recreation and Parks; 
Steve Garland, Grace Apostolic Church; and Todd Barnhouse, Ohio Depart-
ment of Education.

Anyone interested in getting more information about the Summer Food Service 
Program should call 1-800-481-6885 or go to www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.



In an effort to establish an even greater foothold in 
northeast Ohio, Debra Parmer and the Northeast Ohio 
Regional Advisory Board of Children’s Hunger Alliance 
have been aggressive in their outreach to establish new 
partnerships and friendships and to call attention to the 
plight of childhood hunger. The strategy appears to be 
paying off.

“We’re fortunate in that we have a great board and a 
great staff committed to helping children, even in this 
difficult economy. We’re grateful for the support we’re 
receiving,” said Debra Parmer, Regional Director of the 
agency’s Northeast Ohio Office. 

“We’ve got a lot on our plate, which is a very good 
thing. Our work is needed more than ever,” Parmer 
added. Highlights include:

School and Summer Nutrition
• Planning for the 2009 Summer Food Service 

Program kick-off is underway. The event will be held 
at Luke Easter Park in Cleveland on June 12. Guests to 
be featured in the broadcast include legislators, city and 
school officials, summer feeding sponsors and sites.

• Board member Sandra Saltzman of Dave’s Super-
market is listing the agency’s 1-800-481-6885 telephone 
number for meal sites in its weekly circulator the last 
week of May. Dave’s commitment is no surprise.

“With 13 locations, Dave’s is the only retail food store 
to invest significantly in Cleveland during recent times. 
We are proud of our tradition of supporting numerous 
charities and civic causes which address food related 
needs and the well being of residents in local neighbor-
hoods,” she said. “As a natural extension of this commit-
ment, Dave’s has partnered with the Children’s Hunger 
Alliance in hopes of breaking the cycle of childhood 
hunger. 

The work done by the CHA touches the lives of our 
many of our customers and by working together, we are 
confident we can reach out to meet the needs of many 
more,” said Saltzman.

• Board member Paula Shaw has arranged for the 
Cleveland office of Baker Hostetler to underwrite the 
cost of printing 55,000 copies of Cleveland’s Summer 
Food Service Program site information for distribution. 

Care for Kids 
• This year’s annual Care for Kids Provider Recogni-

tion Event took place on May 2. The keynote speaker 
was Akil Marshall the founder and executive director of 
Dance Afrika Dance, a performing arts and education 
company that uses drum, dance, theatre and history to 
inform, entertain and educate audiences. Mr. Marshall 
shared relevant information which our Care for Kids 
providers have incorporated into learning experiences in 
their homes.  

• This year’s Care for Kids Annual Family Festival has 

been scheduled July 10. The Northeast Ohio Regional 
Advisory Board has agreed to support this event by 
providing volunteers to help with set-up, games and 
craft-related activities as well as preparing and serving 
food to participants. 

Dave’s Supermarket has graciously agreed to under-
write all food costs. In addition, more new and fun 
activities and experiences for the children including 
the ability to experience nature and learn more about 
animals are being added to the agenda.

New Partnerships
• Junior League of Cleveland, Inc.: Has selected our 

Building Blocks program as its 2009-2010 Immediate 
Impact program partner. Several provider homes will be 
selected with the goal of renovating space where young 
children play and learn.  

• Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland: 
Parmer was recently invited by the Jewish Community 
Federation of Cleveland to share information about the 
agency’s work during the federation’s Passover Seder. 
The Passover Seder is a ritualized Passover meal which 
is dedicated to increasing awareness and advocacy 
around child hunger through the teachings of Passover. 
A series of follow up meetings have been planned to 
determine ways in which our two organizations may 
work together.

• Cleveland Botanical Gardens: The Green Corps 
program of the Cleveland Botanical Garden has 
entered into a new partnership with Children’s Hunger 
Alliance. Green Corps currently employs and works 
with students from Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District high schools. 

Through this new partnership the students will be 
trained to install food gardens at Care for Kids provider 
homes and will work with the children on informal 
science education in healthy eating, gardening and 
ecology.

The Northeast Ohio Office of Children’s Hunger Alliance 
is located at 3634 Euclid Ave., Suite 200, Cleveland, OH 
44115. To learn more about Northeast Ohio/Cleveland 
activities and other partnering opportunities, please contact 
Debra Parmer, Regional Director, at 216-541-5915 ext. 
202 or DParmer@ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.

Spotlight: Northeast Region/Cleveland
Active office making a difference in lives of children
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In an effort to promote physical fitness 
and help teach a group of Cleveland 
children ages 5-12 some important life 
skills, Children’s Hunger Alliance, Kaiser 
Permanente and the Adidas Outlet Mall 
in Burbank have teamed on a powerful 
project. 

Dubbed ‘Footing for Fitness,’ the 
initiative will deliver 160 pairs of properly 
fitted Adidas athletic shoes to Cleveland 
children in great need of the footwear. 
The shoes are being distributed in three 
batches. 

“Physical activity is critical to 
good health yet many children are 
not active for the recommended 
amount of time each day,” said 
Shannon Amos, a Children’s 
Hunger Alliance Director. “One 
barrier to physical activity is not 
having proper footwear. Shoes that 
are too small or large or inappro-
priate for play discourage children 
from being physically active. 
Thanks to the generosity of Kaiser 
Permanente and the Adidas outlet 
store, 160 Cleveland children will 
be able to be more active.”

The Footing for Fitness initiative 
was the brainchild of Children’s 
Hunger Alliance staff. Many of the 
children in their care couldn’t fully 
participate because of inadequate 
shoes. After a $3,000 shoe 
voucher grant was secured from 
Kaiser Permanente, the members 
contacted the Adidas store in Lodi 
to see if it could help in the fitting, 
selection and purchase of shoes.

“The store selected five pairs 
of shoes from which the children 
could choose. We took pictures of 
the shoe styles and the kids got to 

take ownership and pick their own style. 
We took measures to make sure we had 
the proper sizing for each child. The store 
then placed the order,” said Shannon 
Yencha, a Children’s Hunger Alliance 
AmeriCorps Member in Cleveland. 
Though the shoes retailed for amounts 
far greater, the Kaiser grant allowed the 
agency to purchase each pair for no more 
than $18.

Jeri Kurjian, Adidas Team Leader 
who brokered the arrangement, said the 

partnership provided a natural fit for her 
outlet store.

“We just really like helping out in the 
community, especially when it comes to 
children. This has been a great experience 
for us,” she said.

The first distribution of the shoes 
occurred in March. A second took place 
May 1st the The Michael J. Zone Recre-
ation Center in Cleveland. The kids at 
that site participate in a program hosted 
at STAIRS (Steps Toward Advancing 
In Resettlement Skills). STAIRS, which 
works with both children and adults from 
Afghanistan, Burundi, Liberia, Russia and 

Somalia, is located at 2001 W. 65th St. in 
Cleveland. Additional distributions will 
follow in the months ahead.

For more information about the ‘Footing 
for Fitness’ initiative or other AmeriCorps 
projects on behalf of Children’s Hunger 
Alliance, please contact Shannon Yencha, 
AmeriCorps Member in the Northeast Ohio 
Office, at 216-541-5915.  

For more information about Children’s 
Hunger Alliance activities in Northeast 
Ohio, contact Debra Parmer at 216-541-
5915, ext. 202.

Adidas, Agency Bring Athletic Shoes to 160 Cleveland Kids
Kaiser Permanente grant helps fund ‘Footing for Fitness’ initiative that encourages physical activity

“Now I have to tie them!” A STAIRS kid tries on his new shoes.

Happy faces, happy feet. The kids took great pride in ordering their pairs.

Debra Parmer, CHA Regional Director, participates at the Passover Seder.



Inside the Agency:
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Early Childhood Nutrition & Education
• The agency is grateful it again has been 

named a recipient for the Dayton Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers book drive. These 
age-appropriate books will be put to good 
use and are appreciated. 

• The agency is partnering with Ohio 
Children’s Foundation to distribute a 
curriculum book entitled, “You, Me and 

the ABC’s” to improve the literacy skills of 
Ohio children. This is also being supported 
by JPMorgan Chase. 

• ECNE distributed its second quarter 
CARES kit,” “The Busy Buzy Bee.”

• The 2009 ECNE calendars, generously 
printed by Grange Insurance, have been 
distributed to agency providers.

Adult Nutrition & Education
• The agency continues to reach many 

adults with nutrition education classes in 
Franklin County and Dayton. Through 
March, the agency reached a total of 269 
adults with nutrition education with 66 
percent of whom increased their nutrition 
knowledge. 

The class series follows the USDA’s 
‘Eating Right is Basic’ curriculum. It 
includes four to six one-hour lessons 
covering topics such as: My Pyramid, 
Making the Most of your Food Dollar, 
Food Labels, Food Safety, Fast Food 
Alternatives, Importance of Breakfast and 
Healthy Snacking handouts and samples of 
healthy snacks often are provided. 

The program, operating under a USDA 
Food Stamp Nutrition Education Grant, 
started in 2007. It’s based on the need 
to educate the parents of the children 
the agency reaches. These parents and 
caregivers ultimately are responsible for 
purchasing food and preparing meals for 
ther families. 

Last year, 545 adults were reached 
through this program, which is held in 
diverse community settings including 
churches, schools, community centers, 
food banks, family shelters, public housing 
and other locations. 

The goal is to reach adults where they 
already congregate. 

Marketing
• The agency congratulates longtime 

friend and supporter Limited Brands 
for a Corporate Caring Award from 
Business First newspaper. Limited Brands 
was honored with an award in the ‘Arts’ 
category for large companies. The award 
reflects the organization’s philanthropic 
and volunteer support for area nonprofits 
including Children’s Hunger Alliance.

• In the weeks ahead, Children’s Hunger 
Alliance will be developing a significant 
presence on Facebook. More to come.

• Look for new billboards as part of 
our Eat Better Do Better social marketing 
campaign, which has entered its second 
year. These new boards, created by 
Northlich and disbursed throughout the 
state, will promote enrollment in the 
federal Summer Food Service Program. 
New radio public service announcements 
also are being developed. Special thanks to 
Clear Channel Radio Outdoor and other 
partners like the Ohio Department of 
Education for their continued support.

Development
• The Grants Department recently 

received positive award notification from 
Jami & Robert DeWolf. The funds from 
the DeWolfs will assist with both the 
Holiday Party and Summer Field Day. 
Department officials also received notifica-
tion from Duke Energy, Nationwide, and 
the United Health Foundation that grant 
requests have been approved. The funds 
from the United Health Foundation will 
assist with the Southside Youth Initiative, 
while the funds from Nationwide will 
go toward meal expansion in Franklin 
County.  

• Currently, the Grants Department 
is monitoring all activity regarding the 
federal stimulus funding opportunities, 
and is poised to move on any federal 
requests for proposals that apply to our 
work at Children’s Hunger Alliance. In 

conjunction with the Public Policy Depart-
ment, the grants team has participated 
in teleconferences and will participate 
in webcasts and a Governor’s meeting 
regarding the federal stimulus plan.

• Children’s Hunger Alliance continues 
to rely on the help of volunteers to stage 
events and conduct its business. If you 
have an interest in volunteering to help 
the agency, please contact Elise Burgess at 
EBurgess@ChildrensHungerAlliance.org 
for more information.

• Wendy’s Chili Open -- On Feb. 7, the 
Rotary Club of Westerville Sunrise hosted 
its annual Wendy’s Chili Open winter 
party on the grounds of the Anheuser-
Busch Headquarters parking lot. 

As a beneficiary, the agency wants to 
thank everyone who volunteered and 
helped to make this annual event a success.

Strategic Alliances
• In April, Ohio Action for Healthy Kids 

(OAFHK) was a key partner with the Ohio 
Business Roundtable with its childhood 
obesity symposium. Distinguished and 
nationally-known researchers and prac-
titioners highlighted national initiatives 
and programs, with a focus on what can 
be scaled to work in Ohio, including how 
to engage parents and families, optimize 
home nutrition, mobilize communities, 
bridge cultural gaps, and scale successful 

public health, employer, and industry 
initiatives. The importance of “Coor-
dinated School Health,” quality school 
wellness policies and, effective nutrition 
also were topics.

• The agency continued work with 
its Southside community project in 
Columbus, recruiting five adult health 
ambassadors and training them to deliver 
pertinent health messages to their commu-
nity to effect changes on a grass roots level. 

Dayton Office
• On April 16, Dayton and Columbus-

area Panera locations held a “Share the 
Warmth” event providing free coffee 
throughout the day to patrons. Donations 
were taken at the register for Operation 
Dough-Nation, which benefitted the 
agency. Thanks Panera!

• On June 5, Children’s Hunger 
Alliance will be holding a Walk in My 
Shoes simulation in partnership with the 
Montgomery County Commissioners, 
Montgomery County Department of 
Job and Family Services and the Food 
Assistance Program Outreach Coalition. 
The event will be hosted by Catholic Social 
Services and attendees will include elected 
officials and media. The intent of this event 

is to raise awareness about the important 
roles USDA Child Nutrition Programs 
and the Food Assistance Program play in 
an individual or family’s food security. The 
Summer Food Service Program sites for 
2009 will be announced at this time. 

• On July 31, the Southwest Ohio 
Regional Board will be hosting the third 
annual Dayton Summer Field Day at 
McCabe Park. The event will bring 
together approximately 350 children and 
100 volunteers from our Board companies 
for a morning of physical activities, 
nutrition education and arts and crafts. At 
the event, children will receive lunch and a 
goodie bag filled with items donated and/
or purchased by our Board companies. 

Cleveland Members Take on Good Earth Community Garden
Joint project commemorates national AmeriCorps Week, shows value of community service

May 9-16 was AmeriCorps Week throughout the nation, and several program 
participants from local agencies came together to commemorate their public service in 
a significant way for the Cleveland community.

On May 15, these AmeriCorps members converged on the Good Earth Community 
Garden, at the corner of W. 96th and Madison Avenue along the Cleveland-Lakewood 
border to prepare the garden for the upcoming growing season. Work included 
planting, wall construction and the building of a compost area and fish pond. This 
garden is a critical community resource for the Cleveland community, particularly 
with relocated immigrants who rely on its food to sustain them and their families 
throughout the year.

“We view this joint service initiative as a real opportunity to make a dramatic differ-
ence in our community,” said Debra Parmer, Regional Director of Children’s Hunger 
Alliance’s Northeast Ohio Office in Cleveland, which is organizing the joint service 
project. “This also was an opportunity to show our community the important role the 
AmeriCorps program and its volunteers play in improving the lives of people in need.”

AmeriCorps is a national service program that provides adults of all ages and 
backgrounds to serve through a network of partnerships with local and national 
nonprofit groups. AmeriCorps members devote a year of their lives to this service, 

which addresses critical needs in communities all across America. Last month, Presi-
dent Barack Obama signed into law a dramatic expansion of national service programs 
called the Serve America Act. The programs, administered by the Corporation for 
National and Community Service, currently engage four million Americans in annual 
service each year, including 75,000 AmeriCorps members, who serve domestically. 

Currently, Children’s Hunger Alliance has three AmeriCorps members serving in its 
Northeast Ohio Office.

Along with Children’s Hunger Alliance, AmeriCorps members from the following 
Cleveland organizations were invited to the Good Earth Community Garden joint 
service project: Ohio College Access Network; Cleveland Department of Parks and 
Recreation; L^Arche; City of Cleveland Reentry Initiate; Burten, Bell, Carr Develop-
ment Inc.; Mt. Pleasant NOW Development; Cleveland Food Bank/Second Harvest; 
CMHA/HIPPY; CDC Famicos; Habitat For Humanity; Greater Cleveland Habitat 
for Humanity; Cleveland UMADOP Mate Masie Project; Mt. Pleasant Business 
Association; Northern Ohio Coalition for the Homeless; America Scores, Cleveland; 
Academic Success Corps, Cleveland; Academic Success Corps Boys Hope Girls Hope; 
Amachi Nationwide (Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Cleveland); Big Brothers Big 
Sisters-Lorain.

Adidas, Agency Bring Athletic Shoes to 160 Cleveland Kids

From left: CHA’s Latisha McDougald, ANE Partner of the Year Amanda Adams, Robyn Watkins at 2009 Menu of Hope.

School & Summer Nutrition
• The Summer Food Service Program 

reimburses nonprofit organizations for 
meals and snacks they serve at community 
sites throughout the summer months. 
Children’s Hunger Alliance partners with 
the Ohio Department of Education, the 
USDA and the Appalachian Nutrition 
Network to locate and engage sponsors, 
and boost nutrition program enrollment. 

• The School and Summer Nutrition 
team has been recognizing model school 
breakfast programs at local school board 

meetings throughout the state. Enrollment 
in many of these districts has increased 
because the programs have been aggres-
sively promoted through the media.

• Statewide participation in school 
breakfast and school lunch programs 
continues to increase. In February, USDA 
figures showed a significant increase in the 
number of Ohio children participating 
in breakfast, from the same month the 
previous year. School lunch also increased 
over the same comparative period.
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On the Calendar
Save these dates, support the agency
1. Lunch Money for a Day
Children’s Hunger Alliance’s popular 
Lunch Money for a Day campaign 
celebrates its 11th year. Ohio businesses 
will encourage their employees to help the 
agency break the cycle of childhood hunger 
by donating their lunch money. This 
month-long campaign is the perfect oppor-
tunity for organizations to join the fight to 
end childhood hunger in the convenience 
of their own offices. Participation is simple: 
Just call 614-341-7700, ext. 283 to register 
your organization and we’ll send you all 
the materials and information needed to 
run a smooth, successful campaign. 

2. Panerathon
Each year, the agency partners with Panera 
Bread to hold 5 kilometer (3.1 mile) run/

walk races in Dayton and Columbus. The 
Panerathon 5K has grown to become a 
family-friendly event, beginning with a free 
kids’ fun run and ending with an activity 
fair. The 5th Annual Columbus Panera-
thon 5K to Fight Hunger will take place 
Saturday, Aug. 29 at the Panera Bread 
Bakery and Café in Upper Arlington. 
Please join us in this growing community 
effort to end childhood hunger in Ohio! 
Registration begins in June at www.
PremierRaces.com.

3. Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
Invitational
In just its second season, The Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital Invitational is already 
a premier stop on the Nationwide Tour 
combining a unique blend of the top 

up-and-coming professional players in 
the world with some of the best collegiate 
amateurs in the country. The Ohio State 
University Golf Club, Scarlet Course, 
redesigned in 2006 by golfing legend Jack 
Nicklaus, is one of the most demanding 
courses in the country. It serves as the 
only collegiate venue in America to host a 
professional golf tournament.  
You are invited to experience scenic 
views, refreshments in the 19th Hole Tent 
including free Jeni’s Ice Cream and a free 
pancake breakfast. Also enjoy half price 
beers for 15 minutes each time a Nation-
wide Tour pro birdies the 13th hole. Don’t 
miss your chance to have fun and support 
an important event benefiting many 
central Ohio charities including Children’s 
Hunger Alliance.

Menu of the Month
The Columbus office of Children’s 
Hunger Alliance partners with different 
area restaurant organizations each month 
to help raise money and awareness. 
Visit participating eateries and purchase 
featured items. A portion of the proceeds 
will aid in the fight against childhood 
hunger.

June: Panera
July: McCormick & Schmick’s at Easton
August: White Castle
September: Gordon Biersch in the Arena 
District

For more information on these events, please 
contact Amy Pritchard at 614-341-7700 ext. 
283.

Small conference table and four chairs

12 conference room chairs (to match our current conference 
room table) or table and chairs to seat 12

Donated meeting space for agency’s statewide staff meetings in June 
and September. Seating for approximately 60 or more attendees

Letter folding machine

Agency Wish List

• Mary Lou Langenhop has joined the agency as President and Chief 
	 Executive Officer.

• Rebecca Roush has been promoted to Manager, Grants.

• Andrea Hafley has joined the agency as School & Summer Nutrition 
	 Manager.

• Julia Hansel has been promoted to Senior Manager of Education and 
	 Training.  

• Karen Dorman has been promoted to Senior Manager of Provider 
Services and Quality Assurance.  

• Afonda Johnson has been promoted to Quality Assurance Specialist.  

• Terri Scholl has been promoted to Data Specialist II and On-line 
Training Specialist.

• Mary Lanz has joined the agency as Nutrition Specialist.

• Linda Shatteen has joined the agency as Family Child Care Technical 
	 Advisor and Training Coordinator (Northeast Ohio Office). 

Congratulations!

Take an outstanding venue, add a pinch of fetching auction 
items and throw in some of the best cuisine in Columbus and 
you have the recipe for one tasty evening out. And that’s what 
attendees of the seventh annual ‘Taste to Remember’ fundraiser 
got May 20.

“Taste to Remember has become a signature event on the 
local calendar, and for good reason,” said Jim Henry, Senior 
Vice President of Children’s Hunger Alliance. “Everyone 
knows that when they come they are going to have a great time 
sampling some of the finest fare in Columbus.” This year’s 
Taste attracted more than 400 guests.

As always, Taste to Remember was sponsored by the 
American Culinary Federation – Columbus Chapter housed 
at Columbus State Community College. That organization 
recruits some of the finest chefs in Columbus to present their 
offerings to event patrons.

“For us, this is a labor of love,” said the federation’s Jim 
Taylor. “This is a way for us to showcase the wonderful 
(cooking) talent that’s here, give people an enjoyable evening 
and do what we can to fight childhood hunger in Ohio.” 
The American Culinary Federation is the lead supporter of 
culinary education in Ohio. 

This year’s roster of participating restaurants included: 
Cotter’s, The Morgan House, China Bell, Columbus 
Culinary Institute, The Inn at Honey Run and the Inn 
& Spa at Cedar Falls. Many of the participating chefs 
auctioned off their services to come to the venue of choice for the winning 

bidders and prepare multiple-course meals paired with 
wine. A silent auction featuring a broad array of goods 
and services ranging from hotel and spa packages to Blue 
Jackets and Clippers tickets and entertainment memora-
bilia also was held.

This year’s Taste included a first: the auction of an 
original Thomas Henry oil painting commissioned for 
the event. The painting, with its vivid array of orange and 
green, included a red apple that is the signature logo of 
Children’s Hunger Alliance. A commemorative poster of 
the event was distributed to attendees and is available for 
sale at www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org.

“Everyone knows times are tough, especially for children 
who don’t know where there next meal is coming from,” 
Jim Henry added. “We’re grateful for the support this event 
continues to receive, and to our partners for making it 
happen.”

One of those new partners, Loth Office Solutions at 855 
Grandview Ave., hosted Taste to Remember for the first time, 
making it an easy drive for downtown commuters wanting to 
attend the event on their way home. 

Seventh Annual ‘Taste to Remember’ Quite the Social Affair
Outstanding cuisine, live chef auction highlight fun-filled benefit

Wednesday, May 20, 2009

JPMorgan Chase Foundation 
Cares About Kids, Community
Ongoing partnerships with agency make a difference

When it comes to helping prepare 
children for kindergarten in Ohio, it’s 
hard to find a more important force than 
the JPMorgan Chase Foundation.

For the last six years, the organization 
has supported the CARES (Children 
Are Ready for Education and Success) 
program in Ohio, 
contrib-
uting an 
impressive 
$550,000 
over that time. 

“The CARES program reaches a 
segment of the childcare provider popula-
tion that has historically been elusive - the 
private, home child care provider,” said 
Jeffrey R. Lyttle, region vice president of 
corporate responsibility, JPMorgan Chase 
& Co. “These critically important grand-
parents, neighbors and friends who care 
for children in our communities provide a 
vital link to tens of thousands of children 
who will be entering kindergarten in Ohio 
next year and in the years to come.”

Lyttle believes the program merits such 
support because:

• CARES statewide reach. The program 
has grown to reach all 88 Ohio counties 

over the time of our investment.
• The program’s unique reach into 

an otherwise “outside the mainstream” 
infrastructure of private, home-based care 
giving.

• Its focus toward preparing more 
kindergarten-ready children 

JPMorgan 
Chase’s 
support level 
allows Chil-

dren’s Hunger 
Alliance, through leverage, to access other 
(federal) sources of funding to advance 
the program’s work. Children’s Hunger 
Alliance is a promoter of the CARES 
program. It’s one of many reasons Chase 
and its affiliates have partnered with the 
agency over the years. Those partnerships 
have ranged from CARES support and 
volunteering to Menu of Hope Luncheon 
sponsorship.

“We appreciate Children’s Hunger Alli-
ance’s focus on both efficiency and scale. 
The organization retains a disciplined 
focus upon the programs it knows it can 
deliver with quality, and that reach the 
broadest population of hungry kids and 
families in need,” Lyttle said.
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Moving from sunny Myrtle Beach, S. C. to Columbus 
hasn’t been easy. I came here specifically to become 
an AmeriCorps member. I was really interested in the 
program Children’s Hunger Alliance offered called, 
‘Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities.’ I have a Bachelor’s 
degree in Health Promotion, so I love anything that allows 
me to help others live a healthier lifestyle. 

I especially love working with kids. The nutrition and 
physical activity lessons I would be teaching to kids in 
afterschool programs were a perfect fit. I thought every-
thing was going to be great and I’d fit right in and do what 
I came here to do for a year of service. This was not the 
case. 

I had a difficult time transitioning from the independent 
life I had in South Carolina to living under my parents’ 
roof, again. I felt like I was taking a step backward. I let 
everything negative in my life take over. I was having 
probably one of the most difficult times in my life. I loved 
my job as an AmeriCorps member and everything I was 
asked to do, all the service projects and especially working 
with the kids, but I couldn’t pull it all together and get the 
best out of this experience. 

One day at my afterschool site changed all that. On this 
particular day I was teaching the Food Folks nutrition 
education curriculum at 5:30 p.m. Most days I teach 
the CATCH (Coordinated Approach to Child Health) 
physical fitness curriculum at 4:30 p.m., but this day 
was different. I stayed a little late at the office to finish 
planning for my lesson and headed over to my afterschool 
site at about 5:00 p.m. I walked into my site and the 
first thing my site director said was, “Well, we thought 
you weren’t coming.” I immediately felt terrible for the 
misunderstanding, but explained to her that we had 
planned earlier in the month for this day to be a Food 

Folks lesson day. 
As I am explaining this, the kids came running up to 

me and attacked me with hugs. They were so excited to see 
me! I had just seen them yesterday, but they were acting 
as if they hadn’t seen me for months! I almost dropped all 
the food I was holding for my lesson. All I could hear was, 
“Miss Stacey! Miss Stacey! We missed you! We thought 
you weren’t coming today! We thought you were sick or 
hurt, but were glad you’re here.” 

It was so cute and so thoughtful. It made me feel really 
good. I decided to take the kids down to the gym for a 
quick CATCH game, even though I was only teaching 
Food Folks that day. While all the kids were playing in the 
gym, one girl in particular came up to me and gave me 
the biggest hug. She said, “Miss Stacey! Miss Stacey! Guess 
what?” She had the happiest look on her face, wide-eyed 
and smiling ear-to-ear. She had her hands folded together 
and was holding them out in front of her in excitement. I 
asked her what it was that she couldn’t wait to tell me. The 
little girl said, “My mom got a car yesterday and now we 
can go visit my daddy!” She couldn’t stop jumping up and 
down from the excitement. 

At that very moment, I had the strangest feeling. I felt 
so happy for her, but so sad at the same time. I started 
thinking about how many of these kids’ parents don’t have 
jobs, cars, clean clothes or even a roof over their heads that 
they can call their own. And I am sitting here complaining 
about every trivial thing in my life that is going “wrong?” I 
have it good. God has blessed me with so many things and 
I really shouldn’t complain. It makes me feel so good that I 
am that bright spot in these kids’ lives. They get so excited 
over a simple thing like a CATCH game or a new snack in 
the Food Folks lesson. 

I am a role model to these kids. I am there for them - 

someone they can look up to or talk to. They look forward 
to seeing me every day. (I probably get at least 30 hugs a 
day). And they are there for me. Those hugs make my day.

Something about that day at my site changed my whole 
attitude. I want to take advantage of this great Ameri-
Corps experience and not dwell on the silly things that I 
might feel aren’t going well in my life. I don’t know when 
I will ever have the chance to dedicate so much of my 
time to kids. I really do love my job and I want to get the 
most out of this experience. I feel great about what I am 
doing to give back to my community and helping the kids 
that need it most. I am very grateful and blessed for this 
experience and for the memories I will never forget.

Stacey Glenn is currently an AmeriCorps member for the 
Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities program at Children’s 
Hunger Alliance.

The AmeriCorner
Insight from a Children’s Hunger Alliance Americorps Member

Brian Graham, Children’s Hunger 
Alliance board and committee member, 
is Vice President/International Finance 
for Battelle Memorial Institute based 
in Columbus.

What are your responsibilities as a 
board member? 

BG: I am a member of the 
Children’s Hunger Alliance Finance 
Committee.

What inspired you to get involved 
with Children’s Hunger Alliance?

BG: Prior to being directly involved 
with the agency, my wife Lynn and 
I would include CHA as part of our 
annual giving to various Columbus 
charities. As I learned more about the 
agency I was increasingly impressed 
with the work and services that CHA 

provides as well as the strong leadership from the now retired CEO Bill Dolan. Providing 
my services and capabilities to a nonprofit charitable institution is one small way that I 
am able to give back to my community. Children’s Hunger Alliance was a natural fit for 
me when looking at the many charitable institutions looking for assistance.

What would you like to see the board accomplish this year? 
BG: This year will be a difficult year for almost everyone in our community, likely 

more so for the beneficiaries of the meals and services provided by CHA. Simultaneously 
private grants and state and federal funds for CHA will be under ever-increasing pressure 

in the foreseeable future. I believe that the issues, policies and financial pressures this 
increased “demand” and reduced “supply” will create is the primary challenge currently 
facing the CHA management team. I would like to see the board provide strong leader-
ship and guidance assisting agency management to successfully navigate through these 
difficult next few months, possibly years. In addition the board should be able to help 
CHA leverage limited available funds through facilitating new collaborations between the 
agency and other like-minded organizations.

What is the most satisfying part of your involvement with the board? 
BG: Seeing the results of the efforts and good work by Children’s Hunger Alliance and 

its staff, whether it is first-hand witnessing a breakfast being served at a local elementary 
school or the kids enjoying the annual party on the ice at Nationwide Arena, and being a 
part of that, albeit in a very small way, is extremely satisfying.

     
How do you utilize your expertise to benefit Children’s Hunger Alliance? 
BG: Having 15-plus years of experience in finance and business I am hopefully able 

to provide valuable input as both a member of the finance committee and the board. 
My employer, Battelle Memorial Institute is a 501(c)3 entity so, where possible, I also 
attempt to bring some of the best practices and experiences of a large nonprofit organiza-
tion to CHA.

 
Why is Children’s Hunger Alliance important to you?
BG: Children are the future of our community and this country; and their health, 

safety, education and well being are our collective responsibility. I was born in South 
Africa and growing up witnessed poverty and hunger first hand, but having lived in the 
USA for a decade now and I am still astounded that the wealthiest and most powerful 
nation in the world still has so many children going hungry on a daily basis. CHA is 
helping our community look after those children in so many different ways by addressing 
their daily hunger; general well being and health so that they can consequently learn 
better at school and ultimately become successful citizens and leaders in the future. 

Children’s Hunger Alliance a Natural Fit for His Talents
Battelle’s Graham sees growing need for agency’s services, leadership

Brian Graham
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Ronald House
Stephanie Huffman
Karen Hughes
John Hulslander
Laura Hult
Barbara Hunt
Richard Hurley
Todd Huston
James Hoburg & Laura 

Huston-Hoburg
Theodore Huter
Barbara Ireland
Stuart Israel
Doris Jackson
Shandell Jamal
Janice Jennings
Shauna Jennings
Sherilyn Jiga
Jessica Johnson
Robert Johnson
Gareth Jones
Vanessa Jones
Katherine Jordan
Paul Jorgensen
Brian Joseph
Mark Jung
Janica Kaminski
Alice Kanonchoff
Wayne Kaufman
Kim Kehl
Mel Kehl
Joan Keith
Ernie Kellermann
Samuel Kelley
Diane Kennedy
Patrick Kennedy
Gregory Keplar
Dudley Kindrick
Carolyn Kiss
Earl Klay
Don Klopfenstien
April Knight
Peggy Kolodziei
George Kontogiannis
Melodee Kornacker
Amy Kosbab-Kidd
Michael Kotchounian
Carol Koziol
Alice Kozma
Jay Krasovec
Anna Krayter
John Krimm Jr.
Paul Kuhn
Kulinary Kidz
David Lambert
Larry Lance
Lane Aviation
John Lasekan
Chrystal Lasko
Bernadette Laughlin
Ryan Lawrence
Mathew Lee
Joan Leitzel
Ann Levin
Elizabeth 

L’Hommedieu
Helen Liebman
Hawley Linke
Melissa Lockwood
Susan Long
Terri Long
Anne Lorms
Tom Loughrin
Kelley Louis
Graham Lowe
Vicki Lyden
Debbie Lynd
Orv Lyons
Farah Majidzadeh
Katherine Manghillis
Lori Marchant
Lindsey Margaroli
William Markley
Charles Marschall
James Marshall
Mary Marshall
Richard Marshall
Debbie Martin
Karen Martin
Richard Martin
William Matthews
A.E. Wallace Maurer
Jessica Mayer
Ellen McAuliffe
Darlena McCall
Steven McClarren
Scott Mcclelland
Marcia McClinton
George McConnaughey
Caryl McCormick
Marianne McDaniel
Gary McDonald
John McDonald
Patricia McGrath
Marie McGrath-Brown
McGraw Hill
Sandy McIntosh
Earl McKethan
Newell Mckinney
Patricia McKnight
R. Bruce McLoughlin
Kimberly McNulty
Kathy McPeek
James Mears
Beatrice Mecier
Patrick Metzger
Patrick Michel

Ashley Miller
Fred Miller
Kimberly Miller
Paula Miller
Linda Mindrutiu
Stephanie Mirise
Lloyd Moberg
Val Moeller
Lisa Moellering
Todd Moening
Aida Montano
Montei Foundation
Kelly Montgomery
Jennifer Moore
Lauren Moore
Lisa Morton
Patricia Moss
Scott Mounts
Robert Murray
Stephen Mushrush
Niki Nace
Barry Nagy
Christina Nash
Connie Nearhood
Valerie Neidert
Carolyn Nellon
Aimee Nelson
David Nelson
NetJets Aviation
Angelique Newcomb
Edward Nguyen
Eleanor Nickerson
Crystal Nininger
Vivian Norby
Jennifer Norris
Karyn Oddo
Jennifer O’Dee
Greg Oliver
Elsie Oppenheimer
Marilyn Ortt
Shang-Jing Pan
Karen Paneth
Kathleen Paquin
Stephen Paris
Devin Parram
Paresh Patel
Adrianne Patterson
John Patton
Constance Paul
Peter Pavarini
Shanise Pearce
Bruce Pecci
Nicole Pendleton
Amanda Perry
Jon & Melissa Peterson
Sheryl Peterson
Christina Phelps
Annamarie Pivarnik
Karen Platt
Lucas Pliakis
Albert Ploenes
Ellen Pogos
William Pohlman
Antonio Polletta
Amy Pottkotter
Anne Powell
Victoria Powers
Deborah Presutti
David Price
Bryan Prosek
Emily Puchala
Jeff Quayle
Dianne Radigan
Marilyn Ragland
Shannon Rahn
Marilyn Raidt
Natasha Raimondo
Barbara Rectenwald
Susan Rector
Jamie Reichard
Joseph Reidy
James Reker
Charlotte Rhea
Mary Rhea
Hansel Rhee
Carol Richards
Peggy Richardson
Donna and Stephen 

Richey-Suttles
Maria Rigsby
Debra Rindler
Beverly Ringhiser
John Riordan
Darryl Robbins
Bob Roberts
Patricia Roberts
John Robinett
Bridgette Roman
Martin Rosenthal
Brian Rosko
Charles Roth
Donna Rudin
David Russell
Kimberly Samanen
Paul Santilli
Douglas Sauder
Merry Ann Sauls
Deana Scherker
Ann Schiele
Diane Schiffer
Randolph Schmidt
Charles Schnurpel
Cameron Scholvin
Jesse Scott
Eugene Scoville
Scott Searles
Gerald Sears
Charles Seipelt
Martin Seltzer
Gary Shaffer
Tony Shaffer
Steve Shamrock
Carrie Shane
Barbara Shankel
Paula Shaw

David Sheets
Barbara Shepherd
Patricia Shepherd
Pamela Shields
Joan Short
Andrew Shroads
Ruth Shrock
Deborah Shye
Michael Singer
Sanjiv Singh
Kathie Skamfer
Julie Skinner
Lynn Smart
Alaina Smith
Kathy Smith
Lynnette Smith
Michel Smith
Philip Smith
Stephen Smith
Jill Snyder
Joe Snyder
Leslie Snyder
Louis So
Ronald Solove
Barbie Spencer
David Speth
Don Splitstone
Robert Sproul
Bernhard Stamm
Alan Starkoff
Starting Point
Jonathan Staub
Ronald Stauffer
Genevieve Steffy
Cleopatra Steward
Jeffrey Stewart
Kathy Stiles
Martin Stires
Erik Stock
Eric Stoller
Scott Stover
Chris Stranges
Gregory Stype
Daniel Summers
Nancy Sutter
Gina Swick
Zoe Switzer
Rebecca Swoager
Bonita Talley
Michael Tarullo
Cathy Tela
Joann Templeman
John Terakedis
Christopher Thackery
Peggy Thielsen
Nabin Thomas
Edward Thompson
Tara Towers
Chantelle Traut
E. Roger Trent
Elizabeth Tulmer
Marguerite 
	 Turnbull
Michelle Turner
Kristie Tuthill
Virginia Tyler
William Ulrich
Raymond Urban
Anne Valentine
Mary Van Fleet
Michelle Vaughan
Charles Via
Richard Visintine
Snjezana Vukadin
Sharon Wade
Sigrid Wagner
Mohammed Wahab
Bob Walker
J. Robert Walker
Melissa Wall
Constance Walley
Stephanie Warner-

Wilkins
Michael Watson
Marion Wearly
Carolyn Weaver
Rebecca Weihe
Wellpoint
Timothy West
Diane Westhoff
Suzanne Whisler
Bryan White
Michael White
Annette Whittemore
LaQuesha Wiley
Patsie Willhite
James Williams
Jon Williams
Glenn Williamson
Melissa Wilson
Steven Wilson
Fredric Winer
Mary Wingert
Tina Wolf
Vicky Wolf
William Wolfe 
Larry Wolpert
Michael Woodruff
Elizabeth Woodyward 
William Wright
 Diane Yates
Danny Yee
Bette Young
Dwaine Young
Adlina Yusof
Michael Zajano
Jacques Zakin
Troy Zerman
Nicholas Zuk

Organizations
Abbott Laboratories
Abt Associates Inc 
Advanced Solutions 

Inc.

Advocates for Kids
AEP
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
 American Dairy As-

sociation
American Municipal 

Power-Ohio Inc.
 Anthem Blue Cross/

Blue Shield
Arena Grand Theatre/

Ben & Jerry’s
Artina Promotional 

Products
Ary Roepcke Mulchaey 

P C
Ashland Inc.
August Mack 
	 Environmental, Inc.
Bailey Cavalieri LLC
Battelle
Bob Evans Farms, Inc.
Breads of the World, LLC
Buckeye Rise & 
	 Dine LLC
C Bee Tech Services Inc
C. H. Dean, Inc.
Cable Quest
Calfee, Halter, and 

Griswold
Cameron Mitchell 

Restaurants
Capital Partners
Cardinal Health, Inc.
Columbus Blue Jackets 

Foundation
Columbus Distributing 

Company
Columbus Korean 

United Methodist 
Church

Columbus Medical 
	 Association Foundation
Columbus 
	 Metropolitan Library
Commerce National 

Bank
Continental Office 
	 Furniture Corporation
Deloitte Services LP
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP
Discover Financial 

Services, Inc
Dominion East Ohio 

Gas Company

Donatos Pizzeria
Duke Energy
Dynalab EMS, Inc.
Dynamix Engineering
Fifth Third Bank
Fine Fabric Care/Fiber-Seal
First Community 

Church
Food Research & 

Action Center, Inc. 
(FRAC)

Franklin County Auditor 
Gamble Hartshorn LLC
GBQ Holdings LLC
Glory Foods Inc
Gosh Enterprises, Inc
Government Strategies 

Group, LLC
Grace Brethren Church 

of Columbus
Grange Insurance 

Companies
Greek Ladies 
	 Philoptochos Society
Happy Chicken Farms
Hexion Specialty 

Chemicals Inc.
Holiday Inn On the 

Lane
Honda of America 

Mfg, Inc.
JP Morgan Chase 

Foundation
Kiwanis Club of Eastern 

Columbus, Inc.
KPMG LLP
Liberty Mutual 
Limited Brands 
	 Foundation
Loth Office Products
MacIntosh 
	 Management Company
Makotek
Medco Health Solutions
Medical Mutual of 

Ohio
Miami Valley South 

Health Center
Mount Carmel Health 

Systems
National Affordable 

Housing Trust, Inc.
National Cable 
	 Security LLC

National Church 
	 Residences Foundation
National City Bank
Nationwide Children’s 

Hospital
Northern Trust Company
Ohio Auto Club
Ohio Cable 
	 Telecommunications 

Association
Ohio Children’s 
	 Foundation
Ohio Department of 

Aging
Ohio Department of 

Education
Ohio Department 

of Job and Family 
Services

Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation

Ohio Legislative Black 
Caucus

Ohio State University 
Alumni Association

Ohio State University 
College of Arts & 
Sciences

Ohio State University 
College of Education 
& Human Ecology

Ohio State University 
Medical Center

PDS Systems LLC
Porter, Wright, Morris 

& Arthur LLP
Progressive Medical
 REI Telecom Inc.
Resource International 

Inc
Schwebel Family 
	 Foundation
Sebring Presbyterian 

Church
 Sequent
Soroptimist International
The Bishop’s Special 

Fund
The Columbus 
	 Foundation
The Dayton Hockey 

Foundation
The Huntington 
	 Foundation

The New Albany 
	 Company LLC
The Reinberger 
	 Foundation
The Scotts Company
Thompson Hine LLP
United Healthcare 
	 Services Inc of Ohio
United Way of Central 

Ohio
United Way of Greater 

Cincinnati
Universal Recovery 

System Inc.
UPS
Vorys, Sater, Seymour 

and Pease LLP
Constance Walley
Wal-Mart #2098
Wal-Mart Foundation
White Castle System, 

Inc.
Whole Foods Columbus 
Wolfe Associates, Inc
 Worthington Industries 
Xipto Inc

In Kind
Bill Biegler Creative, LLC
Bob Evans Farms, Inc.
Chase Consumer 

Banking
City of Kettering 
	 Recreation Center
Clear Channel
Clear Channel 

Outdoor
CM Media Inc.
Columbus News Clips
Dayton Bombers
Dayton Dragons
Eclipse Studios
Edible Arrangements
Griffin Communications
Limited Brands
Old Trail Printing
Parks Insurance Agency
Pitzen
Pizza Factory
Reynolds & Reynolds
Time Warner Cable
Wal-Mart
WCMH NBC4 TV

www.ChildrensHungerAlliance.org

Mission Statement
To break the cycle of childhood hunger through  

education, leadership, advocacy and service.

Central Office
370 South Fifth Street
Columbus OH, 43215-5408
614.341.7700   800.227.6446
Fax 614.341.7701

Northeast Office
3634 Euclid Ave.
Cleveland OH, 44115
216.541.5915
Fax 216.541.5921

Southwest Office
3077 Kettering Blvd. Ste. 300
Dayton OH, 45439-1949
866.534.0650
Fax 937.534.0613

Mary Lou Langenhop
Chief Executive Officer

Board of Directors

Chairperson
Ann Hamilton
Hicks Partners, LLC

1st Vice Chairperson
William J. Pohlman
Vorys Sater Seymour & Pease

2nd Vice Chairperson
Edward J. Kistner
Victoria’s Secret Stores

Secretary
Deborah Stein
Huntington Bancshares Inc.

Treasurer
John C. Fisher
Ohio Farm Bureau 
Federation, Inc.

Immediate Past Chair
David Celona
AEP Ohio

At Large
Patricia P. Cash
National City Bank

At Large
Susan Rector
Scottenstein, Zox & Dunn

Members
Jamie Keller Allen
The Ohio State University 
Department of Anesthesiology 
Richard Barger
Karlsberger Companies
Ellen G. Berndt
Hexion Specialty Chemicals, Inc.
Melanie Rose-Billhardt
Victoria’s Secret Direct
Robert C. Boutell
KPMG LLP
Kristen Brinkman
Thomas C. Green & Associates
Jennie Ferguson
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP
Tom Fries, Sr. 
Tom Fries Associates
Brian Graham
Battelle

Jeff Hastings
US Bank
Terri L. Hill
Nationwide
Joelle C. Khouzam
Carlile Patchen & Murphy LLP
Jennifer Miller
Deloitte & Touche LLP
Theresa E. Potter
Marketing Consultant
David Powell
NetJets
James W. Reker
Community Member
Sue Reninger
RMD Advertising/
Public Relations
Bridgette C. Roman
CheckSmart Financial Company
Martin Rosenthal
AEP
Thomas J. Ruebel
Fifth Third Bank
Cameron Scholvin
Columbus Blue Jackets
Eric Taylor
UPS

*We wish to thank all donors for their contributions. Every effort has been made to ensure 
this list is correct and complete. We apologize for any omissions or inaccuracies. 


